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Thinking of running
for election to town
government?

by Betsy Fell
Carlisle’s Town Caucus on Monday,
March 5, is the first step in running for
local office. Candidates will be nominated
at the Caucus, which begins at 7 p.m.
in the Clark Room at Town Hall. The
Caucus is not affiliated with any political
party. A candidate need not be present
to be nominated, but must agree to run
within 48 hours. Town Election will be
held on Tuesday, May 8.
To learn more about Carlisle’s town
boards and committees (both elected and
appointed), see the Mosquito archives
online at www.carlislemosquito.org.
Look under Archives->Resources for
profiles of town boards. See also the
article on the Personnel Board on page
6. More profiles will be printed in the
coming weeks. ∆

Positions to be filled
by 2018 Town Election
Position

Num., term

Two deer forage through the snow. 								 (Photo by Rik Pierce)

Moderator

1 for 1 year

Residents hear deer hunting plan, voice safety concerns

Town Clerk

1 for 3 years

Selectman

1 for 3 years

by Wendy Gilden
What began as a solution to a deer
overpopulation problem quickly became
a concern over public safety voiced
by a group of Carlisle residents who
attended a February 6 public forum on
proposed deer hunting on town lands.
The Board of Selectmen (BOS) held
the public information session to solicit
feedback from residents on proposed
hunting regulations crafted by the Deer
Committee to address the increasing
population of deer in Carlisle. Members
from the Deer Committee were on hand
to present the program and answer
questions from the audience.
A non-binding referendum was
brought forward at Town Meeting in
May 2015 regarding deer hunting.
The referendum question which read,
“Shall the town of Carlisle request the
Selectmen to place an Article on the
next Town Meeting Warrant to regulate
bow hunting on town-owned lands as an
approach to deer management?” was
approved by town voters by a margin of
350 to 90.
The Deer Committee was then
appointed by the BOS in 2016 to
develop a program to address the overabundant population of deer in Carlisle.
Overpopulation has consequences
The deer population density in
Carlisle is 30 to 60 deer per square
mile (based on 2015 data) versus a
United States Department of Agriculture
preferred density of six to 18 deer per
square mile. One might think an abundant
population of deer is insignificant, but
there are consequences to the forest
as well as to deer themselves. As Deer
Committee chair Lee Tatistcheff stated in
the presentation, a single deer can eat up

to five pounds of forage on a daily basis.
Couple this with the deer herd’s ability to
double in size in two to five years, and this
could result in a forest unable to recover
from potential disturbances such as fire
and/or droughts. She said that the deer
can become undernourished due to the
lack of forage and therefore susceptible
to winter die-off.
Proposed hunting regulations
Under the proposed regulations
drafted by the Deer Committee, only
archery hunting would be allowed and
hunting would be prohibited within 150

feet of a road or marked trails and 500
feet from an occupied dwelling. Hunting
would occur on specific town-owned
properties identified by the committee.
The hunting season would run from
October 15 to December 31 with hours
from ½ hour prior to sunrise to ½ hour
after sunset and no hunting on Sundays.
Hunting is to occur only from temporary
portable tree stands and the hunter, when
aiming, must not shoot in the direction
of a marked trail. A total of 18 permits
will be granted for the season and would

See DEER on page 14

ON TRACK. Concord-Carlisle High School senior Aidan Nuzum-Clark starts
the boys 4 x 400 meter race at DCL indoor track championship on Feburary 10.
(See story on page 10)				
(Photo by Cameron Lopresti)

Board of Assessors 1 for 3 years
Board of Health

2 for 3 years

Library Trustee

1 for 3 years

Planning Board

2 for 3 years

School Committee 1 for 3 years

Chief Fisher
provides update
on opioid epidemic

by Sarah Hart
Opioid use in Carlisle exists but
does not seem to be getting worse,
according to Police Chief John Fisher.
He said, “In Carlisle, we have the same
issues as most cities and towns—heroin,
fentanyl, prescription drugs—but at a
lower frequency.” In 2017, there were
three calls for drug overdoses, the same
number as in 2016. Narcan, the drug
that reverses the effects of an overdose,
was administered twice by the police in
2016 and once in 2017.
Fentanyl is prevalent
According to Fisher, most overdoses
in the region were due to the presence
of fentanyl, a synthetic pain reliever that
can be 100 times more potent than
morphine. He noted that drug users do
not intentionally purchase fentanyl but
dealers add or substitute it for heroin
because it is significantly less expensive.
Unsuspecting users do not realize that
they are taking a much stronger drug.
Police initiatives
When asked what can be done to
combat drug abuse, Fisher identified

See OPIOID on page 4
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Forum
Just Chillin’

by Tom Raftery

Editorial
I read in the Mosquito . . .

by Sarah Hart

“I read in the Mosquito that the Selectmen are considering . . .”
“Congratulations, I read in the Mosquito that your daughter won . . .”
“Did you notice that article in the Mosquito about the family who is . . . “
“I read in the Mosquito that you are selling . . . “
“Did you see that accident? I read in the Police Blotter that it was because . . .”
“I saw your ad in the Mosquito, can you give me an estimate for . . . “
How many times has a Carlisle resident (and many Concord residents)
started a sentence by saying, “I read in the Mosquito . . .”? The Mosquito is
a source of news about town government and the schools but it is so much
more. The paper also keeps readers informed about developments in the
community, upcoming events, changes in rules and regulations, criminal activity,
achievements for neighbors, local business and life changes.
Although the paper is largely a service to the community, it is also a
business. Like any other business, the board of directors must ensure that there
are enough funds to pay rent, salaries, insurance and printing and delivery costs.
The revenue from advertisers covers roughly 70% of the annual expenses so
the continuity of the Mosquito depends on donations from readers to make
up the difference.
This year, the Zezima family very generously offered a $5,000 matching
grant for all new and increased donations. While there has been a tremendous
response, the overall fundraising goal of $46,000 has not yet been met. It
is estimated that only about 26% of readers, all of whom receive the paper
for free almost every Friday, have made a contribution. If you have not yet
donated, please consider what the Mosquito means to you and send your
contribution to 662A Bedford Road today. If a paperless approach is more
amenable, donations can be made through Paypal on the Mosquito website:
carlislemosquito.org. The Board is very grateful to everyone who supports the
paper and will publicly thank all contributors (except those who wish to remain
anonymous) by publishing the list of donors in an issue at the end of April.

How to submit a letter to the editor

The Carlisle Mosquito welcomes letters from readers. Letters should not exceed
350 words in length. Writers must sign their letters and include a street address, as well
as a phone number (not to be published) so they can be reached with any questions.
The deadline for letter submissions is Monday at noon.
A letter may be sent to the Mosquito by mail at 662A Bedford Road, Carlisle,
MA; by dropping it off at Ferns’ drop box or at the Mosquito office or by faxing a
signed copy to the office at 1-978-369-3569. Email letters to mail@carlislemosquito.
org will be accepted if a signed copy is also provided.
Letters that are obscene, libelous or in poor taste will not be printed. The editors
reserve the right to edit because of length, clarity or questionable taste. If many letters
are received on the same topic, the editors may choose to publish a representative
sample. Writers should list memberships in organizations or any relevant financial
interest in the topic discussed in the letter.
All letters become the property of Carlisle Communications, Inc.

by Shee Shee Van Inwegen
vaninsforum@gmail.com
If you know me at all, have read almost anything I’ve written over the last several
years, or overheard me whining in Ferns, you know I’ve worn my pending empty nest
like a funeral pall about my shoulders. Now, shrugging those shoulders has become
a constant habit, and “whatever” my frequent answer to just about any question. But
suddenly, I don’t really care.
Perhaps it’s having had children in the house for 20 years, or, maybe more
so, being (or feeling) entirely and utterly responsible for the rascals. But now I find
myself repeatedly chanting the words, “I’m done,” like I hit the “aux” to crank the
background tune of my life too many times. With one in college, one headed that way
in the fall, and the youngest in boarding school, the only thing they need from me is
the occasional lecture-so-they-know-I’m-still-breathing, and Venmo. On social media I
used to list my profession as chauffeur, chef and clothes curator. Now, I’m just a bored
domestic consultant and constant currency trader, and I don’t really care.
I’m staying up late and sleeping in. This column is due today, and I’m just now
sitting down to write it. You can forget cooking; a haphazard stack of take-out menus
is strewn across the countertop . . . alphabetizing and color-coding them as I used
to do is far too taxing. If you’ve had a meeting scheduled with me of late, I may or
may not have shown up. Speaking of late—I’m late for everything these days: doctor
appointments, coffee, volunteer commitments—all late, and all only happening if they
don’t conflict with my latest Netflix binge. That pile of dirty clothes in the corner? You
wear it, you wash it; instructions are probably on YouTube. Groceries? Oh, that’s my
job? Sooo not interested.
A friend said I have Senioritis, which Urban Dictionary defines as: A crippling
disease that strikes high school seniors. Symptoms include: laziness, an over-excessive
wearing of . . . old athletic shirts, sweatpants . . . and sweatshirts. Also features a lack
of studying, repeated absences, and a generally dismissive attitude. The only known
cure is a phenomenon known as Graduation.
I spent so much time getting my family to do the things they needed to do that I
graduated to becoming a total slacker regarding the things I need to do.
Similar to high school seniors, my future stretches like a sunny road undulating
before me. I’m getting an early start on organizing the space in my life the way I want
to, versus being subject to everyone else’s schedule. What’s ahead? Weekends in the
Carolinas and California seeing my children, cocktails with friends, kayaking midday in
Maine. Falling asleep and awakening to my body’s natural rhythm. Hanging with my
hubby on Saturdays because we no longer have to rush off to somebody’s something.
Long walks and long books and long drives.
Will I miss them? Will I miss the life we lived, the life I love? With an aching longing
that defies words. But I treasured most of the moments, I reared them with intention
and hopefully greater measures of humor, grace and love, at least when I wasn’t
screaming. Now I get to remember and discover me, all at once. Though right here,
now, in my ripped sweatshirt and pajama pants, I don’t really care. I’m just chillin’.

Mosquito Mail
Time for a Carbon Fee
To the Editor:
We would like to applaud Greg
Peterson for his Mosquito Forum article
on January 26. An overwhelming
majority of climate scientists are telling
us that human-induced climate change
is real, and that it is one of the most
critical issues of our time. We are already
seeing its effects in increased frequency
and severity of dramatic weather events,
floods, droughts, fires, and heatwaves
worldwide and in rapid warming of the
Arctic and melting sea ice. The price
of fossil fuel products does not fairly
represent its cost to the environment and
human lives. A carbon fee and dividend
approach provides energy producers
and consumers with a strong economic
incentive to shift from fossil fuels to clean
energy and is a step in the right direction.
The revenues would be distributed
fairly to all citizens, making it revenue
neutral. Our own State Senator Michael
Barrett has been working for years to
refine the details of his bill (S.1821,
similar to House bill H.1726). For more
information about what’s happening at
the state level, see climate-xchange.org.
Regional Economic Models, Inc
(REMI) has been providing independent
economic impact studies for government

and industry (including fossil fuel
companies) since 1980. Their recent
study (see citizensclimatelobby.org/remireport/) shows that a national carbon fee
and rebate policy, in 20 years, would
reduce carbon emissions 50% from
1990 levels, add 2.8 million jobs driven
by economic stimulus from the energy
dividend, and avoid 230,000 premature
deaths due to reduction in air pollutants.
Dan Scholten
Ernie Huber
Bob Luoma
David Erickson
Greg Rocco
Bob Wallhagen
Environmental Action Committee
First Religious Society

Reflections on deer hunting

To the Editor:
In the Carlisle Mosquito article
about the Conservation Commission
meeting on deer hunting, I was quoted
by name in a way that sounds as if I
were in favor of hunting while I was
just trying to understand and respect
all points of view, and was not hearing
many. My impression was that the Deer
Committee started from the assumption

See MORE MAIL on page 12
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Friends and Neighbors

Share your information with friends and neighbors. Contact Marjorie Johnson, 1-978-369-1495, mail@carlislemosquito.org, drop a note at Ferns or mail to 662A Bedford Road.

OBITUARY

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE. Directors of the Carlisle Conservation
Foundation held a retreat this past Saturday to set goals and plan for the next
five years activities. Pictured are (back row, left to right) Steve Tobin, Alan Ankers,
Lauree Eckler, Dale Ryder, Heidi Harring, Steve Spang, Drew Williams and
Wayne Davis, (front row) Steve Hinton, David Freedman, Kelly Guarino, Peg
Gladstone and Marjie Findlay. Not pictured are Manuel Crespo, John Keating,
John Lee and Victoria Rizzi. 			
(Photo by Steve Hinton)

Carlisle actors in Concord Players production
of You Can’t Take It With You

Judy Reycroft Larson

Carlisle Honored Citizen in 2003
Judy Reycroft Larson, 82, of Forest
Park Drive, passed away on February 1,
surrounded by her loving family.
Judy was the youngest of three
children of the late Wendell G. and Eleanor
R. Reycroft. She grew up in Fairfield,
Connecticut, and attended Walnut Hill
School in Natick. Upon graduating, she
then attended Connecticut College in
New London, Connecticut, where she
received her undergraduate degree in
theatre. After college, Judy moved to
Boston where she worked in publishing
and served as a member of the Junior
League of Boston.
Judy was married to Richard A.

Larson on December 1, 1962. They
were married 23 years. She moved to
Carlisle in 1968 where she resided for
48 years and raised her three children:
Geoffrey, Susan and Elizabeth.
Among her hobbies and interests,
Judy had served the town of Carlisle as
a volunteer for over 40 years, actively
involved in many organizations: Carlisle
Unit of Emerson Hospital Auxiliary, Old
Home Day Committee, Celebrations
Committee, Council on Aging, League of
Women Voters, Registrar of Voters, Cub
Scouts, Committee for Fair Taxation,
Clerk of Town Caucus.
In her community fundraising,
Judy produced three not-for-profit
town musicals from 1976 to 1982,
raising monies for the Emerson Hospital
Auxilliary and Carlisle Elderly Housing
Association.
In 2003, Judy received Carlisle’s
Honored Citizen award.
Judy is survived by her three children
and five grandchildren, Geoffrey G.
Larson, Susan C. Russell, Elizabeth A.
Lasseigne, Alexis J. Russell, Olivia S.
Russell, Madison G. Russell, Jake G.
Lassiegne and Christopher G. Lasseigne.
A private funeral service was held
on February 7, at Green Cemetery in
Carlisle.
In lieu of flowers memorial donations
may be given to The Arlington Historical
Society (c/o Jason Russell House), 7
Jason Street, Arlington, MA 02476
(arlingtonhistorical.org). ∆

CCHS Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards

Actors (left to right) Greg Luzitano, Ryan Leverone and Carlisle’s Brian Shea
in a scene from You Can’t Take It With You. The production runs February 16
to 24. 							
(Courtesy photo)
Mix together snakes, fireworks
and steamy stage scripts. Add a gawky
ballerina, a xylophone, a bohemian
grandfather and a stuffy industrialist and
there you have it—You Can’t Take it
With You, George S. Kaufman and Moss
Hart’s 1936 Pulitzer Prize winning play
and timeless treasure.
Kathy Lague of Sudbury is making
her directorial debut with Concord
Players and has cast the show with
some very talented local folk including
Chuck Holleman of Overlook Drive in
the role of Grandpa Martin Vanderhof,
the patriarch of the madcap family, who
enjoys life and encourages others to do
the same; Ed Bernard of Concord as
Mr. de Pinna, who came to the house
to deliver ice seven years ago and just
stayed; and Brian Shea of Brook Street
as Donald, boyfriend of the family maid
Rheba, who is currently on relief and
enjoys hanging around and helping with
any little chores the household might
need.
The Concord Players’ production
runs February 16, 17, 23, and 24, at 8

p.m. and the soon-to-be-sold-out matinee
on Sunday, February 18, at 2 p.m.
Buy your tickets now and then put on
your coat and come see You Can’t Take
it With You to laugh the cold away with
this madcap household of characters.
For tickets and more information
visit www.concordplayers.org or email
tickets@concordplayers.org or call
1-978-369-2990. ∆

Carlisle students on fall
Dean’s Lists

• Patrick J. Forelli of West Street, a
member of the Class of 2021,was named
to the Dean’s List at Colby College.
• Meghan E. Parker of Bedford
Road, a member of the Class of 2021,
was named to the Dean’s List at Colby
College.
• Laura Drinkwater of Fiske Street was
named to the Dean’s List at Merrimack
College. ∆

The results from the 2018 Scholastic
Arts and Writing Awards have been posted
and the following Concord-Carlisle High
School students have won prestigious
regional awards. Since 1923, Scholastic
Art and Writing has been regarded as the
most competitive and demanding high
school art competition in the nation.
Each year, more students participate
and it is now even more challenging.
Every award is extremely exclusive and
signifies benchmark achievement at the
highest levels of creativity, technique and
expression.
Gold Key winners will have their
work juried at the national level. Those
results will be revealed in March.
• Mark Behnam–Gold Key–Film &
Animation–Follow the Light; Honorable
Mention–Film & Animation–Little
Adventurer Jack; Silver Key–Art Portfolio
–Mark Behnam Portfolio
• Willa Blake–Gold Key–Photography–
reflecting city
•Caroline Canally–Silver Key–
Photography–Building
• Elizabeth Chadwick–Silver Key–
Photography–Splashing Light
• Kyra Chen–Silver Key–Drawing and
Illustration–Skyline
• Martin Cunningham–Silver Key–
Photography–dream telepathy
• Eleni Dunbar–Honorable Mention–
Photography–Oxford Street
• Sloane Ferraioli–Honorable Mention–
Photography–x

• Cara Fritz–Silver Key–Flash Fiction–I
Stand On The Edge; Silver Key–Poetry–
Practice
• Katelyn Guarnaccia–Honorable
Mention–Painting–Curls
• Iris Johnson–Honorable Mention–
Ceramics & Glass–Prism Box
• Kira Johnson–Honorable Mention–
Photography–In the Line of Totality;
Honorable Mention–Photography–Dizzy
• Henry Johnstone–Gold Key–Painting–
The Animals
• Eleanor Kuchar–Silver Key–Drawing
and Illustration–SingleUMinded
• Alessandro Lopresti–Gold Key–
Painting–Self Portrait Number 4 U Red;
Gold Key–Painting–Self Portrait Number
10 U Stardust; Silver Key–Painting–Self
Portrait Number 3 U Blue
• Cameron Lopresti–Honorable
Mention–Ceramics & Glass–Stacked
Slab Box
• Molly Masterson–Honorable Mention–
Photography–Circular Motion
• David Shapiro–Silver Key–
Photography–Bouncing
• Ava Smith–Honorable Mention–Film &
Animation–Crab Probe
• Kasey Stewart–Silver Key–Drawing
and Illustration–Things We Carry
• John Troast III–Honorable Mention–
Photography–Boy with pigeons
• Mingxi Wu–Silver Key–Drawing and
Illustration–Adaptation
Carlisle students in bold.
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Police Chief Fisher provides update on opioid epidemic

OPIOID continued from page 1

three ways in which his department is
working to address the issue. First, he
highlighted that residents can dispose of
any unwanted narcotics in a bin in the
lobby of the Police Station. The Chief
said that it is clear that residents take
advantage of the opportunity because his
officers take the equivalent of roughly ten
milk crates worth of unwanted drugs to
a disposal facility each year.
In addition, Fisher described Carlisle’s
participation in the Central Middlesex
Police Partnership. The mission of the
Partnership is to “address opioid and other
substance use issues through targeted
and ongoing prevention, intervention
and education programming.” To that
end, the Partnership works with social
worker/clinician Alia Toran-Burrell, who
manages the Jail Diversion Program.
This program supports people struggling
with addiction with the aim of finding
them appropriate help rather than
spending time in jail.
The Central Middlesex Police
Partnership recently hired Coretta
McGill, a recovery coach, to work with
Toran-Burrell (who has a wide range of
responsibilities including training officers,
working with residents with mental health
issues and educating the community).
McGill, who has experience in social
work and emergency medicine, will
primarily focus on providing assistance
and support to drug users and their
families.
Fisher explained that his officers are
often the first to encounter drug users.
Rather than make an arrest and send
them through the criminal justice system,
the officers bring in Toran-Burrell and
McGill who work with the addict and
families to identify the best resources for
their needs.
Enforcement is the third way in
which Fisher’s officers address the

drug problem. While getting addicts
the appropriate help is crucial, Fisher
emphasized that, “Drug dealers are
criminals and should be prosecuted
through the criminal justice system.”
The good news is that he has not seen
evidence of drug dealers in town. In the
past year, whenever the police were
called to a home on a drug related case,
there was never a significant enough
amount of narcotics to cause suspicion of
dealing. There was one incident in which
a dealer selling steroids was arrested at
Great Brook State Park. In that case, the
male suspect was a Chelmsford resident
under the age of 21.
Early intervention is crucial
Fisher said, “Many times, the first
time a person overdoses, they expire.”

He added that, “It can be a pretty quick
ascension to move from prescription pills
to snorting to shooting because [users]
can’t achieve the same high—they need
to move up to higher doses and stronger
stuff.” He explained that the earlier a
friend or family member gets involved,
the greater the chances for success. His
advice is to get help at the first moment a
drug problem is suspected: call the police,
a primary care physician or Emerson
Hospital which, he noted, is an excellent
resource offering a range of services for
drug and alcohol addiction. In addition,
if concerned about a loved one, Fisher’s
advice is to keep Narcan (available at local
pharmacies) on hand.
Concerned about marijuana
The changes in marijuana laws
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worry Fisher. He said, “As the new
laws take hold and marijuana becomes
more available, I’m very concerned
about people operating under the
influence and our ability to test and
prosecute people who have had too
much.” Police officers can no longer
use traditional alcohol tests as an
exclusive methodology for determining
intoxication from marijuana; but,
Fisher noted, those are the tests that
officers know. He would like to have
at least one member of his department
certified as a Drug Recognition Officer
who is trained to recognize drivers
under the influence of drugs other
than, or in addition to, alcohol.
However, there is a backlog in training
availability. ∆

Same rules, new ideas for Foss Farm gardens
by Sally Zielinski
The Foss Farm Community
Garden Rules will remain as is for the
2018 growing season. At the annual
review on February 8, neither the
Conservation Commission (ConsCom)
nor garden manager Jack O’Connor
felt modifications were needed. The
ConsCom had invited public review
and comment “in order to provide the
best Community Garden experience
possible for the 2018 growing season.”
(See “Foss Farm gardens rules feedback
sought,” Mosquito, February 2.)
Conservation Administrator Sylvia
Willard said that the only comments
she received from the public were
from gardener Julie Meier. They were
unrelated to the rules. Meier proposed
not plowing the plots. She indicated,
“Plowing year after year damages the soil
by killing off all the microbes” which are
needed to produce rich organic soil with

earthworms. “After adding compost, the
soil is no better off than when I started
gardening nine years ago—with very little
organic matter.” She also said plowing
brings weed seeds to the surface.
Someone asked why the plots are
annually plowed. O’Connor said that
he does not know the reason, but it has
always been done that way. He said, “Notill agriculture is a concept that is popular
and has different ramifications in different
applications,” e.g. community garden
plots, raised beds in home gardens, and
whole farms. He recommended that the
ConsCom have a hearing or at least
gather input from the gardeners before
making a change, noting,“There might
be a range of opinions.”
Eighty-four plots (each about 25’ x
30’) were prepared for the 2017 growing
season. O’Connor said that a row of
about 20 plots was not plowed because
there were not enough applicants. While

always part of the garden plan, this row
nearest the Concord River was created
about 16 years ago when there was
an influx of applications. He said the
ConsCom might think of other ways of
managing that strip. For example, some
people might like to grow perennial
plants like blueberries. He said that some
towns give specific plots to individual
gardeners for as many years as they want
to use them.
There was a suggestion of devoting
a ConsCom Conservation Coffee to
exploring these concepts and other
aspects of gardening at Foss—a discussion
and chance to gather input as opposed
to having presentations. The ConsCom
will decide how to proceed.
The current garden rules and plot
application information can be found at
www.carlislema.gov/Pages/CarlisleMA_
ConComm/index/. ∆
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Parents meet MS principal finalist Matt Mehler

by Cynthia Sorn
Matt Mehler, the only finalist chosen
for Carlisle Middle School Principal,
visited Carlisle School on February 13.
He joined a small group of parents at a
meet and greet in the evening and said
that his day was spent visiting school
administrators, teachers and students.
In January, the Search Committee
interviewed eight candidates out of 27
applications.
Mehler, current assistant principal
of the John Glenn Middle School in
Bedford, Massachusetts, was named the
sole finalist at the end of January. Mehler
has served as assistant principal for five
years and is completing his Doctorate of
Education at Northeastern University.
Mehler was introduced by
Superintendent Jim O’Shea at the
informal gathering for parents held in the
school cafeteria. O’Shea then stepped
out to let parents have an opportunity
to talk to the candidate.
Mehler explained a bit about himself:

he lives in Acton with his wife (a teacher
in Acton) and his two children. He started
his career teaching in Saipan, one of
the Northern Mariana Islands. After two
years he returned to the Boston area. He
taught middle school math in Roxbury,
and then middle school social studies
in Lexington for 12 years, where he
also served as curriculum coordinator,
before joining Bedford Middle School
as assistant principal. He said he has
gravitated to smaller schools, which
offer opportunities to know students on
a personal level.
Mehler said he enjoyed the tour
of the Carlisle School and that he
was excited about the engineering
opportunities. He described a field trip
that Bedford students took to iRobot,
which parents found interesting. He
said that while the technical aspects of
education are exciting, what is important
is to focus on the social and emotional
growth in middle school.

Parents asked him about student
transitions, both from the elementary
to middle school and then from eighth
grade to high school. Particular concerns
were expressed to him about students
transitioning to Concord-Carlisle High
School (CCHS) and the need for good
communication between the schools.
Mehler stressed his experience working
on transitions, both with the high school
in Bedford and from the elementary
school to the middle school. Asked
on what he would be focusing were
he picked as the next middle school
principal, he said he would first take time
to learn about the school, the culture and
would be building relationships. “I don’t
want to change things right away,” he
said.
The new principal will start work
in Carlisle on July 1, replacing current
Middle School Principal Carrie Wilson
who announced her intention to retire
at the end of the school year. ∆
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Matt Mehler, finalist for Carlisle Middle
School Principal.
		
(Photo by Cynthia Sorn)

Community Preservation Committee supports Heald House project
Delays decision on Bog House well; housing study

by Helen Lyons
On February 8 the Carlisle
Community Preservation Committee
(CPC) began its detailed review
of applications for Community
Preservation Act (CPA) funding. Three
applications have been submitted to
the CPC: $14K to extend the heat
pump system at the Carlisle Historical
Society’s Heald House Museum; $16K
for a new drinking water well at the
Cranberry Bog House; and a request
from the Carlisle Housing Authority for
$25K to complete a study to determine
the demand and feasibility for mixedincome rental housing in Carlisle. If
the CPC decides to support a project,
it will recommend the request for Town
Meeting approval.
On February 8, the CPC voted
to recommend approval of $14K for
a heat pump system to control the
heat and humidity on the first floor of
the Heald House Museum. The CPC
delayed its decision on funding the
Bog House well, agreeing that it will
ask the Conservation Commission to
provide additional information. The
CPC took no action on the Carlisle
Housing Authority request, after being
informed that an updated application
will be submitted after the next Housing
Authority meeting.

Budget
CPA projects are funded with
revenues from a 2% local real estate tax
surcharge together with CPA grants from
the state. The CPA requires that towns
allocate at least 10% of the year’s CPA
revenue into each of the following funds:
Historic Preservation, Open Space and
Recreation and Community Housing.
CPC Chair Luke Ascolillo shared
preliminary budget estimates which are
based on an estimate of the revenue that
will be generated by the 2% tax surcharge
and a best guess as to the state’s grant
this year. He said that revenue (2%
surcharge plus state match) is estimated
to be slightly less than $500K this year.
After allocating $50K to each of the
three major funds, the estimated fund
balances are: Historic—$209K; Open
Space—$50K; Community Housing—
$419K; Budget Reserve—$350K; and
Undesignated—$721K.
Ascolillo stated that Town Counsel
has reviewed the three applications and
determined that each is eligible for CPA
funding. Town Counsel also determined
that both the Bog House well request and
the Heald House heat pump request are
allowable as historic preservation.
Bog House well request
The Conservation Commission
(ConsCom) is requesting $16,000 to

install a reliable water supply well for the
Cranberry Bog House. The well currently
in use at the Bog House is less than 20
feet deep and is located in the basement
of the 100+ year-old building. The well,
which is used by residents of the two
apartments in the house, has recently
become unreliable. The proposed project
includes drilling a new well, including a
well casing, pump, power and water
conduit to the Bog House, and a pressure
tank connecting to the existing plumbing
in the house.
Although CPC members seemed
to agree that a new well is needed, they
expressed some concern about whether
the request for a new well constituted
historic preservation or maintenance.
Members were also concerned about
the future of farming at the bog—feeling
that the historic significance of the Bog
House is tied to the agricultural use of
the land. After discussion, members
agreed that they would ask the ConsCom
to attend the next CPC meeting to
discuss what members see as a “gray
area.” In particular, the CPC would
like to understand what future projects
may be needed at the Bog House such
as updated electrical service or a new
septic system. Ascolillo summed up,
“We need to clarify what is maintenance

and what is historical.” He added that
rather than requesting CPA funding, the
Conservation Commission could request
funding directly through a Warrant
Article at Town Meeting.
Heald House heat pump
The Carlisle Historical Society
is requesting $14,000 to extend the
heat pump system for temperature and
humidity control to all of the exhibit
and storage space at the Heald House
Museum. The project would provide a
controlled environment for the display
of the society’s artifacts and records. A
heat pump system that was installed in
2016 has functioned well to control the
temperature and humidity on the second
floor. The proposed project would add
an additional heat pump system to serve
the exhibit rooms and conference room
on the first floor.
The committee voted unanimously
to recommend that Town Meeting
approve the project.
Next meeting
The CPC will meet again on
Monday, February 19 at 7:30 p.m.
At that meeting representatives of the
ConsCom will answer questions about
the Bog House well project and the
CPC will review the Housing Authority’s
updated request. ∆
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Profile: Carlisle’s Personnel Board helps ensure pay matches duties

by Cynthia Sorn
The Personnel Board is appointed
by the Selectmen and has a large impact
on Carlisle’s non-union employees. The
Mosquito spoke with members of the
board to see what the volunteer position
entails.
The five-member Personnel Board
is short two members—it has just three
current members—and is in need of
two more. The three current members
are Chair Vanessa Brown, Kacy Hurley
and Snehal Patel. All three plan to stay
on the board for another term. Town
Administrator Tim Goddard serves as
the town’s Personnel Director and works
with the board members.
Main duties
Personnel Board members serve
as a source of expertise and advice on
personnel issues. Carlisle’s non-union
personnel policies are administered by
the board. Board members research,
evaluate and approve changes to job
descriptions, grades or hours for nonunion town employees. This includes
employees at Town Hall, the Gleason
Library, and some DPW and police
department employees, but not staff at
the Carlisle School. In addition, the board
can make recommendations for a Cost of
Living Adjustment (COLA) each year for
non-contractual employees, which must
be approved by the Selectmen.
Patel said in an email, “I see the
board’s main duties as helping resolve
issues around non-union employees of
the town as well as making sure those
employees are treated fairly regarding
compensation, hours, etc., and any
decisions made are consistent.”
Though the board members meet
roughly monthly, they often have
independent work behind the scenes to
research and evaluate personnel requests.
All changes are subject to the approval
of the Selectmen.
The board is not involved in employee
grievances, Goddard explained. As
Personnel Director, that is his role.
What are some of the goals?
Patel said, “One of the main things
the board is trying to do is formalize the
process around regrading employees as
well as a process for requesting additional
hours for existing employees.”
Goddard said that the board is
planning to set up a review schedule for
departments. For instance, he said that
change requests would be best handled
in the fall before the Finance Committee
sets the budget. He said the Personnel
Board will also be working on a job
description template which will include
what information departments should
provide when making requests. The
board would also like a deadline by which
requests have to be submitted in order to
be considered for the budget.

Town Administrator Tim Goddard (left) meets with Personnel Board members (left
to right) Snehal Patel, Vanessa Brown and Kacy Hurley. (Photo by Cynthia Sorn)
Wage study used as a guide
In 2014 a wage and classification
study (WCS) was completed for the
town of Carlisle, the first in 15 years, by
a consultant hired by the Selectmen. In
2015 the new board members began to
review town positions, some of which
required adjustments (some large) in
classifications.
The consultants recommended that
each time a vacancy develops, the vacant
position should be reviewed and updates
should be made to the job description.
As an example, the Board of Health
recently received approval from the board
to combine two part-time positions into
one administrative assistant position for
30 hours per week after one of the two

positions became vacant.
While the group can approve a
position change, the funds must be in
the town budget in order to take effect.
This requires consent of the Finance
Committee and Selectmen.
Factors in job rating
When reviewing a proposed position
or change to an existing position, the
board members stress they are reviewing
the position and not the personnel.
Aspects of the position are assigned
points according to job attributes, which
lead to a grade assignment. The WCS
lists rating factors to use as part of the
position evaluation.
For example, the job requirements
were discussed during a 2017 Gleason

Library Trustee request for an increase in
the grade level for the Children’s Librarian
position. Library Director Abigail Noland
explained to the board that the children’s
librarian manages a budget and also
plans, overviews, reports and has the
authority to create plans. In addition, the
person must keep confidentiality so that
the public is assured their selection of
materials is confidential. The fact that a
position has a confidentiality requirement
is an important detail used in grading the
position, board members told Noland.
Two more members needed,
personnel experience helpful
Because there are two unfilled slots
on the board, to achieve a quorum, all
three members must be present for a
meeting. The Selectmen had Goddard
poll the board members on whether they
would like to update the bylaw to require
a quorum of two along with reducing the
size of the board to three members. All
three said that they prefer to have five
members.
Asked what qualifications or
experiences would be helpful for
someone who wanted to join the board,
all three board members agreed that
interested volunteers should have some
management or human resources
experience. Brown explained that she
and Hurley work in Human Resources
in their current jobs and Patel is a hiring
manager. They added that volunteers
must be willing to do the work, since this
board works on projects outside of the
meetings. Board members cannot be a
town employee or serve on other boards
due to a possible conflict of interest.
Brown said that it is a good committee
on which to serve. “We do laugh a lot,”
she said. ∆

Personnel Board considers request to create
Assistant Treasurer/Collector position

by Cynthia Sorn
At its February 6 meeting the
Personnel Board heard one request for
a new position for the Treasurer’s office
as well as requests from the Conservation
Commission, the Planning Board and the
Town Clerk’s office to review and expand
assistant positions.
Carlisle Finance Director Kerry
Colburn-Dion (who also holds the titles of
Town Treasurer and Tax Collector) came
to the Personnel Board with a request
to add an Assistant Treasurer/Collector
position to her office. The position
would be full time at 30 hours per week.
She explained that with just her current
administrative assistant, who works 18
hours, many projects are not being done.
She explained, “When the Selectmen
come up with a request, I can’t do it.”

If she takes a vacation, she said, “There
is no one to back me up for transferring
money to make payroll.”
The new position will have many
duties including benefits administration,
payroll, W2 for ms, tax titles and
foreclosures, trust fund management,
deferred taxes, capital planning and town
audit.
Colburn-Dion said that with the
additional employee she could focus
on a variety of projects including
budgeting, strategic planning, OPEB
(retirement fund) planning and policies
and procedures. Colburn-Dion was
asked to provide a job description and
information on comparable towns with

a similar position. Personnel Board Chair
Vanessa Brown said, “We can get started
on grading this.”
Town Administrator Tim Goddard
said the position will need to be graded on
the salary grade chart and will be posted
and advertised. The Finance Committee
(FinCom) will have to agree to fund it and
then the funds will need to be included
in the town’s proposed budget for the
next fiscal year, which will be presented
to voters for approval at Town Meeting
on April 30.
Planning Board assistnat
In other business, Planning Board
Chair Peter Gambino and Planning

See JOBS on page 12
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by Bob Zielinski
Chris and Diane Geggis may be
coming to the end of their six-year
odyssey regarding their house and
property at 296 Brook Street. The long
and torturous path began in 2012 and
took them through multiple approaches
to the Building Inspector, Selectmen,
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), Town
Counsel and Planning Board. Their
lot lacks frontage on a town way. In
General Residence District B 250-foot
frontage is required for a two-acre lot
or 40 foot for a four-acre pork chop lot.
The Geggis access to Brook Street is via
a private way. At a Selectmen’s meeting
in 2012 Diane Geggis said that they had
been considering putting the property
on the market and a realtor called the
discrepancy to their attention. Their
neighbor at 312 Brook Street similarly
lacks frontage on a town way.
To compound the frontage issue a
recent survey indicates that the Geggis
lot is a little over 1.89 acres, not the
required two acres. The route to closure
on the acreage issue lies with the ZBA
and the frontage issue lies with the
Planning Board. The ZBA has weighed
in and after considerable deliberation on
February 5 granted a variance to the twoacre requirement (Zoning Bylaw Section
4.1.1.2.) for this lot.
At the February 12 Planning Board
meeting, Bill Hall of Stamsky and McNary
Engineering presented a Definitive
Subdivision Plan that, if endorsed by the
board, will resolve the frontage issue. A
subdivision way actually creates frontage
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The six-year odyssey on Brook Street

The Planning Board is being asked for waivers from its rules and regulations for
an existing home on a non-conforming lot at 296 Brook Street.
						
(Map adapted by Marjorie Johnson)
and was recommended to the applicants
by the board in 2012. (See “Planning
Board shorts, March 10,” March 21,
2012.) If endorsed by the board, this
subdivision way will likely look no
different than it does now. It will have to
remain “private” but it will provide the
required legal frontage for the two lots.
The history
The frontage issue surfaced in 2012
and was discussed at a Selectmen’s

Facilities Committee considers
future structure

by Wendy Gilden and Betsy Fell
Over the last several months the
Facilities Committee has identified
numerous improvement projects for town
municipal buildings. Now comes the task
of structuring a department to oversee
the projects. That was one of the topics
of discussion at the Facilities Committee
meeting on February 8.
Facilities manager position
The committee has requested to add
0.2 full-time equivalent position (FTE) to
manage and oversee the projects and
ideally would share resources with the
Carlisle Public Schools facility manager
who currently works four days a week
(0.8 FTE). The question circulating
among the committee members is the
reporting structure for this individual and
how the department itself would manage
the projects.
Town Administrator Tim Goddard
reported that he had contacted other
municipalities with facility departments
and it was recommended to have the

facilities manager report to one person.
This would eliminate the push and pull
that could happen when reporting to
two different bosses. Further it was
recommended that the facilities manager
report to Goddard with oversight by the
committee.
Some on the committee wondered
if 0.2 FTE was sufficient considering the
number of projects being considered
and 0.5 FTE might be more in line with
the needs. Committee member Josh
Kablotsky suggested starting with 0.2
FTE and re-evaluating once the facility
department is operational.
One of the unknowns is how much
is being spent on maintenance by the
individual departments within the town.
In order to build a new department, how
much to budget for that department
remains a question when maintenance
costs are scattered amongst other
departments. Finance Director Kerry
Colburn-Dion offered to run financial

See FACILITIES on page 9

meeting. (See “Brook Street frontage
questioned,” August 15, 2012.) At that
time, it was stated that the property has
access to Brook Street via a 40-footwide way approximately 500-feet long
terminating in a cul-de-sac. The way is
unnamed on the Town Assessors’ map. It
is also shown on Approval Not Required
plans endorsed by the Planning Board for
Edna Sleeper in 1955, 1957 and 1975.
At the ZBA meeting Chris Geggis said
that they had attempted to resolve the
acreage issue by seeking to buy a portion
of the land involved with but not needed
for the cul-de-sac. It appears to be owned
by heirs of Edna Sleeper, yet to be found.
The role of the ZBA
The ZBA has limited authority but
it can provide a variance from a zoning
bylaw if “a literal enforcement of the
provisions of the ordinance or bylaw
would involve substantial hardship
financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or
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applicant, and the desired relief may be
granted without nullifying or substantially
derogating from the intent or purpose of
such ordinance or bylaw.”
During the hour-long deliberation
board member Steve Hinton said, “We
know we want to do this. These people
have suffered long and hard. But we
should wait until the Planning Board
weighs in.” When it became evident that
not addressing the two-acre requirement
could hamper any action taken by
the Planning Board, a vote was taken
and passed unanimously to grant the
variance.
The role of the Planning Board
The Planning Board cannot waive
a bylaw but it can waive requirements of
its own Rules and Regulations Governing
the Subdivision of Land. If endorsed by
the board, this Definitive Subdivision
Plan probably will be unique in that many
Rules and Regs will have to be waived to
achieve the objective.
On February 12 Vice Chair Ed Rolfe
opened the Planning Board’s Public
Hearing on the property. Planning
Administrator George Mansfield said,
“We cannot act on this tonight until we
receive a Board of Health report or 45
days have passed without such a report.”
He said that in reviewing the Rules and
Regs with Stamsky and McNary they
determined that waivers have to be
granted for 27 whereas 13 others are
worthy of discussion.
One requirement is that the
subdivision provide adequate access
to all of the lots by way(s) that will
be safe and convenient for travel. To
that end Mansfield offered to provide
the applicants with examples of
Homeowners’ Associations agreements
that could be tailored for their situation
and define maintenance responsibilities.
Next step
The public hearing on the Definitive
Subdivision Plan will continue at 8 p.m.
on March 12. ∆
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Consignment shops on the road to simplifying your home

by Linda Myers-Tierney
My January 26 article on simplifying
your home caused a number of readers
to tell me it was motivating. However,
I haven’t yet heard of any run on the
transfer station and swap shed. Perhaps
you are still working out what items you
might try to monetize first. Nothing like
a suggestion to give it away for free to
help crystallize your views on what you
think is valuable! If you came up with a
list of things you wouldn’t mind parting
with that you think others would buy, this
article on nearby consignment shops is
for you. And if you are ever interested in
buying interesting furniture, décor and
collectibles, this article is for you too. A
Google search for consignment shops is
all you need to provide ample options.
Today’s article however focuses on three
that each have some distinctions that
make them interesting options for both
buying and selling.
Still Life Home Consignment
This shop has been open about
ten years and occupies a full floor in a
10,000 square foot historic mill building.
It offers a full assortment of furniture,
décor, table/kitchenware, as well as
clothing. The owner, Bill, invites you to
make an appointment to bring in small
items for consideration or email photos
of larger items like furnishings. If they are
interested, they offer a 60-day contract
with a 25% markdown at 30 days, and
you get 50% of the sale price if it sells
in that period. They say they price the
items to sell within the 60-day period,
with 75-80% seeing a sale. If it doesn’t
sell, you can pick it up within seven days
from the expiration date or leave it to
be donated. Their website shows some
of the large and featured items for sale
which increases the exposure of those
pieces beyond just foot traffic in the shop.
Presumably someone looking for certain
pieces as well as stagers and designers
frequently view the website. It is also cool
that they offer consigners a way to follow
the status of their items via passwordprotected access to the consigner’s
web portal. This is particularly useful
if you have multiple items and want to
keep track of your sales and contract
expiration dates.
Bill told me what sells best is the
unique and special, particularly bureaus,
bookcases and good label clothing.
The condition is the most important
factor, especially when there is fabric/
upholstery. They take nothing torn,
worn, stained or smelly. Bill says to
prospective consigners “‘would you
buy it?’ and if people are honest with
themselves they will have no problem
moving their things.” If people are selling
after living in their home for decades, he
points out some things that they might
not realize are not very marketable: large
entertainment centers, large hutches
and collectibles. He cautions that people
don’t entertain like they used to and don’t
gravitate to beautiful china that cannot go
into the dishwasher and microwave. He
advises people “there’s also not much
market today for collectibles like Hummel
figurines and Beanie Babies. If you have
the room, you might as well box them up
and hold on to them, as the market may

A setting at Still Life Home Consignment.
(Photo by Linda Myers-Tierney)
turn around some day.” On the brighter
side, “fur coats are back, and we sell a
lot of them,” Bill encourages.
Bill reflects that there are two
general types of consigners. The first are
downsizers whose kids don’t want their
stuff, yet they often think their well-made
things should command good prices.
Sometimes they need to be reminded that
the sentimental value of their things isn’t
reflected in price tags. One of the staff
there counsels consigners that “you’ve
had it, you’ve enjoyed it, now it’s time
to just move on.”
The second type of consigners are
serial consigners who consign every
month. They pick up free and low
cost things helping friends clean out,
at yard sales, at the side of the road
etc. They enjoy both the finding and
selling aspects of dealing, and they are
part of the underground economy. Bill
estimates he has 20-30 consigners who
actually do this regularly. “You have
to have a good eye though, and know
what is marketable – whether it is fine
quality or quirky or otherwise unique.”
He cautions that people need to be
discerning with what they pick up to try
to sell however, because “even free is too
much sometimes.”
When planning a visit to this mill
building, it might be useful to know that
the first floor houses Still Life, while the
lower level and top floor are decorating
shops with high quality home décor
fabrics and accessories. Once you have
cleaned out your extraneous stuff,
you can come back and buy fabric for
upholstery, toss pillow and accessories.
Still Life Home Consignment
68 Tower Street, Hudson, MA.
978-562-3221
www.Stilllifehome.com
stilllifehome@gmail.com

A vignette from Great Road Vintage.
(Photo by Linda Myers-Tierney)

Great Road Vintage
Until November this shop was
known as The Artful Home. Owners
Steve Genova and wife Fumio say they
revamped the shop then, changed the
name, upgraded merchandise quality,
revved up their social media outreach,
and it has made a huge difference.
Steve describes it as a multi-dealer
antiques, vintage and consignment shop
with a unique collection of home décor,
paintings, jewelry and consignment
fur niture featuring one-of-a-kind
treasures.
Steve explains that a lot of people are
relocating here and since the relaunch of
the shop, they see a much bigger mix of
clientele including home owners, stagers
and designers. The commonality however
is that everyone wants something unique.
Increased social media in MA, NH, and RI
have brought in more buyers and sellers
alike. By cleaning out and freshening the
vignettes they create, they enable buyers
a shortcut to imagining how items can
be styled in their own homes, as well as
offering sellers a preview of how their
things will be displayed. This business
revitalization has enabled them to be
more selective in the consignments they
accept, rejecting more than they take.
Steve and Fumio are both artists;
they select what they like for the shop,
and others seem to like it too. Since
the inventory changes every day, Steve
says some customers visit the shop
two or three times a week. The day we
spoke, they had just received a dining
set, a rocking chair and a bench. Two
had already sold and the third had a
prospective customer thinking about it.
To have your items be considered
for consignment, email photos and
descriptions to greatroadvintage@gmail.
com and if they are interested, they’ll
invite you to make an appointment to
meet and determine pricing. Contracts
are for 90 days, a 20% markdown occurs
at 30 days, and you get 50% of the sale
price. Steve feels most things sell in 30-

45 days, with perhaps one-third selling
in the first weekend. He can provide you
the name of a man with a truck who can
transport large pieces for $50 an hour,
and Steve himself offers to help people
load things into their cars. What I feel
is most unique about the store is the
open, light space and the groupings or
vignettes that are often quite appealing.
Steve says the shop specializes in the
unique, including shabby chic, and rustic
garden décor like garden tables, birdbaths
and urns. A vinyl records dealer has just
joined the shop so opportunities to buy
or sell vinyls are now available.
Steve advises prospective consigners
“the reality of the antique world has
changed a lot since older people bought.
They won’t get what they paid. I advise
them to first look around and do your
research at other shops to see what
is reasonable pricing.” Steve’s advice
to prospective buyers: “we price to
sell, so I advise people not to wait if
they are interested in buying an item.
Things are one-of-a-kind so they may
not be here next time. Other people are
actively seeking and finding, so if you are
interested, don’t wait. Buy it today.”
Great Road Vintage
276 Great Road, Acton, MA
978-429-8322
www.greatroadvintage.com
greatroadvintage@gmail.com
A New Leaf: redesigned and
consigned home furnishings
You may have noticed this West
Concord shop opened in the last couple
of years in two buildings, one on either
side of the street, adjacent to the train
tracks. The small shop is brimming with
polished items in small vignettes: vintage
furniture, wall art, china, crystal. The
warehouse across the street is packed
with large pieces, some in the process of
being refinished, and is also the home of
the owner’s refinishing shop.
What is unique about this shop is
that it upcycles a lot of furniture, as an

See CONSIGNMENT on page 9

Carlisle Arboriculture
Snow Plowing
Spring Clean-Ups
Free Estimates

978-369-1323

• Solar Energy & Hazard Tree Removals
• Invasive Plant Eradication & Control
• Pruning, Spraying & Cabling

John Bakewell

978-807-9550
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The proprietor of A New Leaf turns “the worthless into amazing”

CONSIGNMENT from page 8

employee said “turning the worthless into
amazing.” The owner, Meg Gaudette, is
an artist and graduate of Mass College of
Art who not only does a lot of painting
and distressing, but also reuses a lot of
salvage wood and reconstructs pieces in
transformative ways. A recent example
is a bureau that she restructured and
painted, resulting in an entryway bench
with storage included. She also makes
a lot of pallet woodwork art resulting
in wall hangings and tables. It is now
charmingly decorated with seasonal
Valentine’s Day arrangements and
window displays. There is also plenty
of traditional furniture, mid-century
modern, antiques, lamps and mirrors.
Meg’s shop sells both her own
redesigned pieces and consignment items
and she describes her things as nice,
useful and unique pieces that are often
perfect for young people with their first
jobs and first apartments. Her customers
are often aware of using vintage pieces
that have a story, a past. The CCHS
class of Rivers and Revolutions which
studies local history and culture has
visited downtown West Concord to see
live examples of small entrepreneurship,
smart growth, farm to table and organic
food, and repurposing. When the
students visited A New Leaf, they loved
the green aspect of repurposing, and
they even chipped in to buy a coffee
table for their classroom. Meg found
their environmental consciousness and
the good questions they asked to be
very uplifting. They too were inspired by
hearing how she helps people compelled
to clean out a place quickly by sometimes
accepting useful household items and
building salvage materials. I particularly
loved her example of using old organ
pipes from a Concord church and
transforming them into coat trees.
Meg loves being creative. You can
see it in everything from the old wooden
tennis racquets she has turned into
mirrors hanging on the wall to old golf
clubs repurposed into walking canes.
Her advice for consigners is to make an

The eclectic on view at A New Leaf.
appointment so they can be ready for
you. She offers 60 day contracts with
20% markdowns at 30 days and gives
40% of the sale price. She advises “Be
flexible about the price: take out the
sentimental value, set aside the personal
attachments, and recognize your pieces
are not in style anymore.”
A New Leaf
75 Commonwealth Avenue
West Concord, MA
978-341-8471,
www.a-newleaf.com,
info@a-newleaf.com
How to get moving
There are two key hurdles to
simplifying your house: emotional and
physical. The emotional is no small
aspect, and all I can really say is just keep
at it if you want to simplify. Read inspiring
books on the subject (ask a librarian or just
Google them). If you haven’t already read
The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up
by Marie Kondo, do so. Even though the
author is obsessed to the point of silliness
many times, I challenge you to read it
without finding some helpful and practical
ideas. Recognize that everyone —from
your friends to the experts—will tell you
that (sadly) you won’t be able to get what
you want for your things. Once you resign

(Photo by Linda Myers-Tierney)
yourself to that, you can get on with it.
Also try some systematic approach,
like every Tuesday evening clean out a
different room or area of your house.
Or visit at least once a week (online or
in person) places that sell stuff like yours
so you can research comparable prices.
Keeping some momentum is important,
so make a list of what needs to be done
and keep crossing things off and adding
things to it. The crossed off items will help
you see what progress you are making
even when it seems a formidable journey.
And just keep visualizing how light and
free moving ahead feels.
The second hurdle is physical.
Though there are plenty of consignment
shops, these are three local examples
that are busy, clean and fresh, where
the proprietors and staff are friendly and
helpful, and where I have (and probably
you have) had friends buy and sell things
and be treated well. And these shops have
recommendations for people with trucks
you can hire to come and transport your
big things.
Some people have areas in their
house where no one can walk. Don’t
despair: you are not alone. Get a friend
or relative to help you or hire a kid to
help. It makes the work easier and keeps

Golf clubs repurposed into walking
sticks.(Photo by Linda Myers-Tierney)
your spirits up in what can be challenging
moments. Try an experiment of sending
better items to consignment shops. In
60/90 days or earlier you will know how
that experiment went and if they can’t
sell your things, then perhaps no one
can, and you can choose to keep trying
to consign or to give it away—it’s all up
to you, and only you will know the best
solution for your situation. If this is really
something you want to do, just keep
researching, learning and experimenting
—and just keep moving forward.
My next article in this series will
report on those who have made a
successful go of decluttering, rightsizing
their homes and kicking off new and
improved chapters of their lives. If you
want to tell me and others your best
tips on how you did any of it and how it
helped you reach your goals, please email
me at mail@carlislemosquito.org with my
name in the subject line.
Editor’s note: Don’t forget Tables
to Teapots in West Acton, owned
by a Carlislean. 1-617-312-2770,
tablestoteapots.com. ∆

Facilities Committee considers future structure, funding

FACILITIES continued from page 7

SCORE! Lincoln Barmmer puts himself
in the hole instead of the beanbag
at the Carlisle Family Connection
Valentine Party on Saturday.
(Photo by Beth Clarke)

reports to get an idea of historical
spending levels.
Selectman Kate Reid thought it
prudent to set aside a certain percentage
of funds for maintenance based on
a building’s value. Reid was not as
concerned about past costs as most
departments have been deferring
maintenance projects because of limited
funds so compiling reports with historical
costs would not tell the full story.
Funding mechanisms
Chair Josh Kablotsky later noted that
the committee is looking at four possible
mechanisms to fund the future facilities
projects: fund projects through the
town’s operating budget, through LongTerm Capital Requirements Committee
Warrant Articles, through separate

CONTEMPORARY VISIONS 2018
January 27 through March 3

A variety of
new abstract work in a
wide range of media
Come in and browse!

Warrant Articles for facilities projects, or
through a new Capital Asset Stabilization
Fund. Traditionally, the town has folded
small repairs within the operating budget
and larger, recurring expenses like
police cruisers or school technology
replacement through the annual Longterm Capital Requirements Warrant
Article. Larger facilities projects have
been funded through separate Town
Meeting Warrant Articles.
Kablotsky explained that a new
stabilization fund for facilities would allow
the town to set aside funds in anticipation
of future needs, and would allow the
dedicated funding to persist beyond the
end of the fiscal year, unlike funds within
an annual budget. On the other side, he
said that a 2/3 Town Meeting vote would
be needed to add to or withdraw from

looking for a new cleaners?

Care Cleaners
Free Pickup & Delivery

• New Technology: Organic Nitrogen Dry Cleaning System
• All kind of Cleaning Services, Special Tailoring, Laundry Folding
• Expert Stain Removal- best in the state
• Emergency Service • Special Service: Water, Fire Resoration
PICK UP AND DELIVERY IN CARLISLE: Tuesday & Friday

Register:
144 Great Road
Acton MA
powersgallery.com

978-263-5105
Call for Hours

such a stabilization fund.
Division of responsibilities
The meeting discussion then turned
to how to structure the operations of the
new facilities department. There were
two proposals. In the first proposal,
responsibility for the maintenance costs
are left in the individual departments for
the first year while responsibility for the
deferred maintenance projects is placed
under the facilities department. The
second proposal has all maintenance
costs under the facilities department and
individual departments would request
money when they have maintenance
needs. Whichever direction the committee
decides to pursue, member Jerry Lerman
indicated that a well thought out transition
plan would be required. ∆

www.carecleaner.net (detailed information)
email: crowncleaner@yahoo.com
Phone 603 401-0113 Sun Kim
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From the Sidelines Tournament Updates
by Tim Hult
Twelve Patriot Wrestlers
Compete in Division 2 Central
MIAA Tournament
On Saturday February 10, the
MIAA Division 2 Sectional Wrestling
Tournament was held at Algonquin
Regional High School in Northborough.
Concord-Carlisle was well represented by
12 wrestlers: 106 pound class - freshman
David Peppercorn, 113 - sophmore
Johnny Ferren, 126 - freshman Peter
Charnley, 132 - freshman Jiacheng
Kang, 138 - junior Douglas Stevenson,
145 - junior Aaron Murphy, 152 - junior
Jack Conroy, 160 - junior Jivan Galper,
170 - senior Spencer King, 182 - senior
Alfred Close, 195- freshman Cole Siefer
and 220-junior Bobby France.
Six of the Patriot athletes won at
least one match in the double elimination
tournament. Bobby France won three
straight matches which put him into
the 220 lb. final. While he lost the final
match, he secured 2nd place, a fine
result which should earn him a place in
the State Division 2 Tournament. Jivan
Galper won three matches en route to a
5th place finish in the 160 lb. bracket.
Both Peter Charnley and Jack Conroy
won two matches and Douglas Stevenson
and Aaron Murphy each won a match.
Congratulations are due to each member

of this young and developing group as
they represented the school extremely
well.
Patriots Girls Swim and Dive
Team finishes third at North
Sectional
The Concord-Carlisle Girls
Swimming and Diving team continued
its exceptional performance this year
with a third place finish at the MIAA
North Sectional on Saturday, February
10 at the MIT Zesiger pool. The team
finished in third place among the 30
schools competing. They accumulated
a total of 202.5 points which put them
close behind 2nd place Weston which
finished with 211 points. Westford was
the top team with an impressive total of
480 points.
The Patriots scored big in three of
the relays. In the 200-yard medley relay
the team (junior Augusta O’Leary,
freshman Sophia Eckler, junior Olivia
Poulin and sophomore Melissa Jiang)
finished 2nd and claimed 34 points.
In the 200-yard freestyle relay the
team (Poulin, Jiang, freshman Addison
Dunham, and sophomore Hailey Beyer)
finished 3rd of 24 teams and scored 32
points. In the 400-yard freestyle the
Patriots (Dunham, Beyer, junior Zoe
Wefers and senior Virginia Ryan) finished
sixth, collecting 26 points.

Points were also won by the following
individual athletes:
200-yard Freestyle – Virginia Ryan –
16th place -1 point
200-yard IM – Hailey Beyer – 11th place
– 6 points
50-yard Freestyle – Melissa Chiang – 6th
place – 13 points
50-yard Freestyle – Addison Dunham –
12th place – 5 points
1 meter Diving – Olivia Poulin – 1st
place – 20 points
1 meter Diving – Lisle Allen – 5th place
– 14 points
100-yard Butterfly – Melissa Jiang 15th
place – 2 points
100-yard Freestyle – Zoe Wefers – 8th
place – 10 points
100-yard Freestyle – Virginia Ryan –
14th place – 3 points
100-yard Backstroke – Haley Beyer – 5th
place – 14 points
100-yard Backstroke – Augusta
O’Leary - 13th place – 4 points
100-yard Backstroke – Addison Dunham
– 15th place – 1.5 points
100-yard breaststroke – Sophia Eckler
– 4th place – 15 points
100-yard breaststroke –Isabella Eckler
– 15th place –2 points
This was an extraordinary day that
saw a wonderful performance by the girls
swim and dive team.

Your Craft Wine,
Beer & Spirits
Destination
At Colonial Spirits we believe in great beer and great value.
The best selection of 12-packs in the area is even better with incredible sales and value pricing on all 12-packs of beer.
FEBRUA RY BEER SPECI A L S
STE A L OF THE M ON TH ~ The lowest pr ice in M A , GUA R A N TEED!
Wachusett
12pk bottles & cans		
$12.10 +dep
BEER’S BE ST BA RG A INS
12pk cans 16oz
12pk bottles & cans $14.99
$10.49 +dep Jack’s Abby
Carlsberg
12pk bottles
12pk cans
$12.99 +dep Two Roads
$15.99
Anchor Steam
12pk bottles & cans $13.99 +dep Jack’s Abby House Lager 15pk cans
$14.99
Sam Adams
12pk bottles & cans $13.99 +dep Coors Light
18pk bottles & cans $15.99
Long Trail
12pk bottles & cans $14.99 +dep Coors Light
30pk cans
$22.99
Troegs

+dep
+dep
+dep
+dep
+dep

FEBRUA RY LIQ UOR SPECI A L S

Your source for selection - from distilleries you won’t find just anywhere to your favorite brands at great prices.
Select Spirits-Must try spirits at fantastic prices

Big Brand Bar gain s Always g reat prices w ith many more in store

Scotch & Whiskey			
Talisker		
Storm Single Malt Scotch
750mL $44.99 Maker’s Mark
Maker’s 46
Extra Aged Bourbon		
750mL $34.99 Jack Daniel’s
High West
Double Rye		
750mL $29.99 Four Roses
Ardmore		
Speyside Single Malt		
750mL $24.99 Johnnie Walker
Grant’s
Vodka & Gin			
Plymouth		
London Dry Gin		
750mL $29.99 Tanqueray
Grey Goose
Famous French Vodka
750mL $29.99 Absolut
Svedka
Rum & Tequila			
Captain Morgan
Zaya
12yr Caribbean Rum
750mL $29.99
Lunazul
Blanco & Reposado 					
Estate Agave Tequila
750mL $16.99
Cordials			
Bailey’s
Irish Cream Liqueur		
750mL $21.99

Bourbon Whiskey		
Tennessee Whiskey
Bourbon Whiskey		
Red Label Scotch 		
Blended Scotch 		
London Dry Gin		
Swedish Grain Vodka
Swedish Specialty Vodka
Spiced Rum		

$49.99
$41.99
$29.99
$29.99
$21.99
$29.99
$27.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

FEBRUA RY WINE SPECI A L S 750mL
Four Graces
David Phinney
Louis Martini
Zaccagnini
Estancia
Kendall-Jackson
Coppola

Pinot Noir *93 Points W.S.
Locations ‘E’ Red
Sonoma Cabernet Sauvignon
Montepulciano & Pinot Grigio
Cab Sauv & Pinot Noir
Vintner’s Reserve Chardonnay
Diamond - Cab Sauv & Merlot

WINE OF THE MONTH
Cloudy Bay
Sauvignon Blanc $22.98
B A R G A I N B OX W I N E 3 L :
Black Box		
All Varieties
$17.98
S PA R K L I N G ST E A L S :
Cupcake		
Prosecco		
$9.98

www.ColonialSpirits.com

87 Great Road, Rte. 2A • ACTON

$19.98
$13.98
$12.98
$12.98
$11.98
$10.98
$10.98

Coppola
Famille Perrin
Clos du Bois
Menage a Trois
Gnarly Head
La Linda

Diamond - Chardonnay & Pinot Grigio		 $9.98
Cotes du Rhone Reserve Red & White		 $8.98

Cab Sauv & Chardonnay			
All Varieties			
All Varieties 			
Malbec & Torrontes			

$8.98
$8.98
$7.98
$7.98

VA L E N T I N E’S DAY S P EC I A L
Chocolate Shop
Chocolate Flavored Red Wine $7.98
MAGS
Lindeman’s		
Barefoot		
Stone Cellars		
Frontera		

O F T H E M O N T H 1.5 L
All Varieties
$9.98
All Varieties
$9.98
All Varieties
$7.98
All Varieties
$6.98

978-263-7775
HOURS: Mon-Sat 9-10pm • Sun 10-6
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CCHS Boys Swimming
and Diving Team competes
in North Sectional
The Concord Carlisle Boys
Swimming and Diving Team finished
in 12th place in the field of 28 teams
competing at the MIAA North Sectional
at the MIT Zesiger pool on Sunday
February 11. The Patriots accumulated
73 points in the tournament. In a very
nice accomplishment for the Dual County
League, Wayland, a very strong team
this year, took the top spot away from
St. Johns Prep which had won this title
every year since 2006.
Again, strong results in three relays
contributed significantly to the Patriots
score. The Patriots captured 7th place
and 24 points by winning the 200-yard
medley relay. The team consisted of
senior Ben Guth, sophomore Kai Tang,
senior Aidan Ishii and senior Matthew
Li.
The 200-yard freestyle relay race saw
the CCHS team (junior Silas Gramaglia,
senior Jason Genova, Kai Tang and
Aidan Ishii) win 8th place and 22 points.
Finally, in the 400-yard freestyle relay
the Patriots team (Silas Gramaglia, Aidan
Ishii, senior Ben Fink and Matthew Li)
garnered 12 points with a 11th place
finish. The relays accounted for 58 of
the 73 points scored by CCHS.
Points were also won by the following
individual athletes:
200-yard IM - Ben Fink – 16th place .5 points
50-yard Freestyle – Matthew Li – 14th
place – 2.5 points
50-yard Freestyle – Aidan Ishii – 16th
place – 1 point
100-yard Breaststroke – Kai Tang – 8th
place – 11 points
Congratulations are in order for
all the CCHS athletes who competed
and also for Wayand High School for
representing the DCL well!
Concord Carlisle Distance runners
shine at DCL Indoor Track
Championships
In recent years Concord-Carlisle
High School has been developing a
strong contingent of long distance
runners. That trend continued at the
Dual County League Indoor Track
championships held at the Reggie Lewis
Center on Saturday February 10.
Junior Matthew Kleiman won the
boy’s two mile race in a time of 9:46.73.
This was a strong field and a great race
for Matthew. The boys 4X800 meter
relay team also finished first in a time
of 8:23.71. The top tier of finishers in
the mile race was dominated by CCHS
runners as senior Zander Kessler finished
third in 4:27:86, senior Tim McClure
sixth in 4:34.45 and junior Chris
Ratcliffe seventh in 4:35.53. It is really
extraordinary to have three such strong
milers from a single school. Junior Alex
Ehrenthal finished third in the 1000
meter race in a time of 2:38.47
The girls team, however, was not to
be outdone. Patriot runners dominated
the two mile race with junior Sarah
Reichheld finishing second, senior Eline
Laurent third and Hannah Beakley
sixth. In the 4X800 relay race the CCHS
team finished third.
The sprinters also had a fine day.
They showed strong in the 55-meter
dash with Claudia Koontz finishing fifth
in 7.70, Lottie Franck sixth in 7.72 and
Daisy Bex seventh in 7.72. Koontz also
finished second in the 300 meter run in
42.95, followed closely by Franck who
finished fifth in 44.07.
Concord Carlisle enjoys an extremely
strong reputation in track and field and
it seems it was only reinforced by a solid
effort on Saturday.
Carlisle athletes in bold. ∆

Bruno–Coach of the Year

Congratulations to CCHS coach
Hanna Bruno on being selected as one
of the 2017 USTFCCCA High School
Cross Country Coaches of the Year. One
boys coach and one girls coach received
the honor from each state and the District
of Columbia.
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Police compiled
Blotter
by Sarah Hart

February 5
• Thirty-four property checks and
one residential alarm activation were
recorded.
• Six motor vehicles were stopped
for traffic violations.
11:48 a.m. Police assisted with
traffic while the DPW patched potholes
on Bedford Road.
5:23 p.m. An officer assisted a
resident.
February 6
• Twenty-seven property checks and
one accidental 911 call were recorded.
• Six motor vehicles were stopped
for traffic violations.
February 7
• Eighteen property checks were
recorded.
• One motor vehicle was stopped for
a traffic violation.
February 8
• Twenty-three property checks and
one accidental 911 call were recorded.
6:16 p.m. Officers were unable to
locate a disabled motor vehicle reported
to be on Hutchins Road.
February 9
• Seventeen property checks and
two residential alarm activations were
recorded.
• Three motor vehicles were stopped
for traffic violations.
5:56 p.m. Court paperwork for a
Davis Road resident was received at the
station.
6:34 p.m. Police investigated a
report of four gunshots in the area of
Brook Street. Nothing was found.
7:28 p.m. A disabled motor vehicle
on Lowell Street was waiting for AAA.
February 10
• Forty property checks were
recorded.
• Three motor vehicles were stopped
for traffic violations.
1:41 a.m. An East Street resident
reported that a dog in the vicinity of
Partridge Lane had been barking for an
hour. An officer spoke with the owners
who were trying to catch the dog.
4:06 a.m. A Concord Street resident
reported that a car was in her driveway,
possibly stuck on the ice. Officers
determined it was the paper delivery
person and assisted him in getting out
of the driveway.
11:11 a.m. An officer assisted a
person walking near the intersection of
East and Rutland Streets by providing
transportation to the Billerica Train
Station.
4:36 p.m. Police assisted a resident.  
February 11
• Thirty-two property checks were
recorded.
10:31 a.m. Officers were unable to
locate three large dogs reported to be
causing a traffic hazard on Bedford Road.
12:13 p.m. Officers were unable to
locate two unleashed pitbulls reported to
be in the area of Martin Street. ∆

COA Senior Moments

Seniors 60+, come to Ferns on
Monday, February 26, from 9:30 to 11
a.m. This casual drop-in is for Carlisle
seniors to greet, meet, eat and talk. Ferns
gives a 10% discount to senior attendees
for coffee. A blood pressure clinic will be  
held at 10 a.m.
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Town Departments

Fire Log
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There were no Fire Department log
entries for the week of February 5.

Firearms safety class

WELCOME BONNIE! Fire Chief David Flannery congratulates Bonnie Evans
of River Road upon her appointment as an EMT on February 7. After moving
to Carlisle last year, Bonnie saw that there was a need for EMTs in town. She
contacted the Fire Department and explained that she had a background in the
medical field and wanted to help. She immediately enrolled in an EMT course
and recently received certification as an EMT in Massachusetts.
(Photo by Firefighter George Middleton)

The Carlisle Police Department will
be hosting a basic firearms safety course
on Saturday, March 3, at 9 a.m. at the
Police Station. This course meets the
Massachusetts requirements to apply for
your License to Carry Firearms and FID
card. The instructor for the course is Jon
Wentworth.
The class will cover basic firearms
safety and students will learn how to
safely handle different firearms. This class
will also include hands-on experience
loading and unloading revolvers as well
as semi-automatic handguns.
The cost for the course will be $100
per student and will fill quickly. Contact
Sgt. Andy Booth at 1-978-369-1155 or
abooth@carlislepolice.com before March
2.

Heating safely with solid fuels

submitted by Chief David R.
Flannery, Carlisle Fire Department
Fires caused by woodstoves,
fireplaces and chimneys in 2015
In Massachusetts in 2015 (latest
data), there were 689 fire incidents
involving chimneys, fireplaces and wood
stoves. Most chimney fires occur due to
a build-up of creosote. With the rising
cost associated with heating homes, there
is the temptation to utilize alternative
sources of heating. However, many times
people overlook critical safety issues
while using alternative heating sources
in their homes.
Tips for safe use of wood, coal
and pellet stoves
• Before you purchase a heating
stove, make sure that it has approval
from Underwriter’s Laboratories Inc. or
another recognized independent testing
lab.
Installation
• A building permit needs to be
obtained prior to installation of fireplaces,
fireplace inserts, wood, coal or pellet
burning stoves and must be inspected
by the local building inspector prior
to their initial use as required by the
Massachusetts State Building Code.
•Allow at least 36 inches of
clearance around the appliance to
prevent combustibles from coming into
contact with heat sources.
• Solid fuel heating appliances
cannot share a common flue with
chimney flues utilized by other solid, fossil
or gas fired appliances.
• A qualified mason should inspect
the chimney and flue before the stove is
used. Cracks in the flue or mortar joints
can allow flames and heated gases to
extend into the structure.
Proper use
Most chimney fires occur because of
a build-up of creosote, a tarry by-product
of burning wood.

• Always operate your heating
appliance following the manufacturer’s
instructions. If you don’t have instructions,
obtain advice from one of the local
woodstove shops.
• Have your chimney flue cleaned
before each heating season. Burn only
dry, well-seasoned hardwood to reduce
creosote accumulation.
• Don’t use flammable liquids to start
a fire
• Never leave children unattended
near the stove.
• Check that the damper is open
before lighting the fire. A closed damper
will result in an accumulation of smoke
and carbon monoxide in the home. Do
not close the damper until the fire is out
and the embers are cold.
• Use a fireplace screen to prevent
flying sparks and embers from falling out
on to the floor.
• Install and maintain smoke
detectors and carbon monoxide alarms
to provide protection for your family.
Fires from ashes
• To prevent fires from ashes, ashes
that are cleaned out from the stove or
fireplace should be shoveled into a metal
bucket with a metal lid and placed outside
on the ground away from the building.
There have been many recent fires from
ashes stored underneath a deck or porch
or inside the garage or from ashes stored

in cardboard boxes. A live ember can
continue to smolder unnoticed for quite
some time.
Install and test smoke and
CO alarms
• Install smoke alarms to warn of a
fire, but also have carbon monoxide (CO)
alarms in the home to warn about deadly
fumes from a faulty furnace, fireplace
and oven flue or other venting problem.
Problems with heating systems are the
#1 source of carbon monoxide in homes.
Both types of alarms are required by law
in Massachusetts.

COA offers Chelmsford
Crossing/Minuteman
Senior Services lunch

On Thursday, March 1, at noon,
Minuteman Senior Services and the St.
Irene Church are hosting lunch cooked
by Chelmsford Crossing. The menu is
corned beef and cabbage, hot and cold
drinks and dessert. Register by noon on
Thursday, February 22, at 1-978-3712895. A blood pressure clinic will be held
at 11:30 a.m. The suggested donation is
$3. Following lunch, Tim Hult, longtime
Carlisle resident, former Selectman and
School Committee member, will discuss
Carlisle, its past, where we are now and
how we move forward.

Total Tree Care

Sean Bilodeau
Mass. Certified Arborist
Mass. Certified Horticulturist

FFree in town shuttle service!

acorntree@me.com
acorntreeandlandscape.com

Fertilization
Insect & Disease Control
Removals/Cabling/Pruning
Annual Plant Care Programs
Stump Grinding • Planting Plans
Large Tree & Shrub Transplanting

We Can Keep Your Trees &
Shrubs Safe & Healthy

978.369.6166
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More Mosquito Mail
MORE MAIL continued from page 2
that hunting was necessary, natural and
desirable and while they had done a lot
of work, it did not reflect a full range of
opinions, certainly not some Humane
Society materials I had seen, including on
fertility controls, and they seemed to have
scarcely considered the deer themselves
or the people who walk in the woods.
One humane consideration—fawns
are usually born in May or June and are
said to remain with their mothers for one
to two years and there is reason to believe
they visit afterwards. Hunting season
starts only four or five months after most
births. A friend of mine saw a small young
deer running back and forth on a road in
Carlisle a few weeks ago. Could he or she
have lost his or her mother to a human
hunter? Are such deer likely to starve in
the winter or be mercifully killed?
Another humane consideration—
deer usually live in small groups. Animal
predators usually kill the weakest ones—
sick or very young or very old. Human

predators usually kill healthy adults,
leaving a more serious loss to the group.
And how about the well-being of
people walking in the woods versus
hunters? Many prefer not to be in the
woods while hunters are allowed there.
Two and a half months is almost 1/5 of
the year. I understand hunters are 3%
of the population of Massachusetts and
decreasing in numbers. Isn’t it important
for people to enjoy nature and get
exercise? Isn’t that what conservation
land is for?
I think Carlisle needs a second deer
committee to broaden representation of
different views. A committee which will
think at least as much about the welfare
of the deer themselves as about the
plant life, and about walkers more than
hunters. They might come to the same or
similar conclusions but at least we would
know they didn’t start from them.
Hope Luder
North Billerica
(A block from Greenough)

Thanks to Carlisle Artisans
To the Editor:
On behalf of the Auxiliary of
Emerson Hospital I would like to express
our gratitude to the Carlisle Artisans.
The Carlisle Artisans are committed to
nurturing local arts and crafts by building
a cooperative spirit of support and
appreciation and by giving back to the
community through donations to local
non-profit organizations. The Auxiliary
of Emerson Hospital was honored to
be chosen as a recent recipient of their
generosity.
The Auxiliary of Emerson Hospital
is committed to our community by
enhancing the patient experience,

increasing awareness of Emerson
Hospital’s services, hosting educational
programs and funding hospital initiatives.
The generous donation from the Carlisle
Artisans will help us to achieve our goals
and is sincerely appreciated.
I invite you to contact me if you
would like to learn more about the
Auxiliary of Emerson Hospital or are
interested in becoming a member. Please
email emersonauxiliary@gmail.com or
call 1-978-287-3019.
Deb Van Walsum
President
Auxiliary of Emerson Hospital

Winter won’t last forever...

Residential Pools
		 Pool Renovations
			 Commercial Pools
Largest pool builder in New England
Most experienced pool builder in New England
Full in-house operations (no subcontractors)
Industry’s best warranty program
Carlisle Experience/references
Located just 5 minutes from Carlisle

Personnel Board considers requests

JOBS continued from page 6

Administrator George Mansfield returned
to the Personnel Board to continue
their request to upgrade the board’s
administrative assistant position to Grade
7 from Grade 5 to reflect expected
additional responsibilities. In the process
of praising their current administrative
assistant and describing the additional
responsibilities, Gambino said that should
the current employee retire, the new hire
would need to be qualified as an assistant
town planner.
Goddard urged caution in making the
request. He explained that upgrading the
administrative assistant position based
on increased responsibilities may require
the creation of a new position. Goddard,
who is the town’s Personnel Director and
works closely with the Personnel Board,
pointed out that a significant change in
responsibilities, with a possible job title
change, would, by law, result in requiring
the town to post the job internally and
externally.
“Is that your intent?” asked Personnel
Board member Kacy Hurley. Gambino
said it was not their intent to replace their
current employee, but instead it was to
recognize the additional responsibilities
the administrative assistant is performing.
Brown pointed out that the position’s
title is administrative assistant and that
they may not be able to re-grade the
post to a level equal to an assistant
town planner. She explained that if the
additional responsibilities are significantly
different from the current position, a new
position would be needed. Goddard said,
“If you create a new position, if that is
the road you are heading down, you have
to post it and cast a wide net.” He said
that he would run the situation by Town
Counsel and report back.
ConsCom assistant
The Personnel Board agreed to
review the Conservation Commission
(ConsCom) administrative assistant
position. Based on the position’s
additional duties and responsibilities,
ConsCom vice chair Melinda Lindquist
explained that the commission would like
to see the position moved to a grade 6
from a grade 5 and would like the hours
increased to 35 per week from the
current 30 hours.
Hurley reminded the three ConsCom
members to describe the position and
not the employee, since the upgrading
should be based on the requirements of
the position. Brown asked to hear about
the additional projects the position would
be required to take on. “Does she have
the authority to make decisions?”
Conservation Administrator Sylvia
Willard replied that much of the additional
work involves following up on a variety
of ongoing projects. “She can follow
through with issues on someone doing
construction.” Willard said that, in one
case, the current employee was able
to explain to an applicant the possible
ramifications if an order is not followed
through. “She can explain legal issues,”
said Willard. She said there are many
new projects that the person will manage,
for example, the pending deer hunting
permitting process.
Lindquist added that, with the
volume of new projects, “We feel we are

Computer Services by.......

Interested in a pool?

Our expert design team can
accommodate nearly any idea
Free Consultation

1-800-649-8080

southshoregunitepools.com
email: info@ssgpools.com
South Shore Gunite Pools & Spas, Inc

Brian W. Murphy
Information Technologist
School Vacation
is coming.....
Your electronics
ready?
I CAN HELP

978-369-3348

BRIAN @THE-IT-MAN.COM
www.the-it-man.com

getting further and further behind.” She
said the person in the position should be
able to solve problems, deal with forms
independently, understand regulations
and follow through when required.
Hurley asked for an example of how
the person could follow through with
projects. “Does she have the authority to
act on behalf of Sylvia?” Willard said that
she can, up to the point of the application
needing approval. ConsCom chair Angie
Verge said the person should be able to
take on a project.
Brown explained their process. She
said the three Personnel Board members
will each independently evaluate the
position and discuss it again at the next
meeting.
Request to increase hours for
assistant to Town Clerk
Carlisle Town Clerk Charlene
Hinton brought a request to increase
to 30 the hours of the assistant to the
Town Clerk. Currently the position is
24 hours, or six hours for four days.
She said she would like to add an
additional day to the position, with an
increase of approximately $7,650 per
year. She pointed out that the position
is already full time in regards to benefits.
“Some people have suggested sharing
a position,” she said. “That’s just not
possible.” She said that she is constantly
interrupted when the assistant is not
in the office. Brown asked her what
projects could be completed if the person
worked six extra hours. Hinton said that
by having the person work with office
visitors, she would have more time to
work on a variety of projects including
the preparation for Town Meeting,
conflict of interest statements, creating
spreadsheets to track those who need
to take the ethics exam, turning in vital
records and following up with those who
have just turned 18 and are eligible to
register to vote.
Brown asked if the assistant can
handle the front desk independently.
“Yes,” said Hinton, “but if she is in
over her head I will stop and help her.”
Brown asked for a concrete example of
what Hinton would do if the assistant’s
hours were increased. Hinton said that
it was hard to describe because there
were so many aspects to the office.
“My department is different from other
departments. We manage materials from
other departments. Our job is clerical.”
Some examples she gave were focusing
on bylaw changes, organizing backlogged
projects and filing zoning board materials.
Brown asked Hinton to put her examples
in writing.
Board member Snehal Patel said,
“It seems like six hours is not enough to
catch up.” Hinton agreed. “Believe me,
I would like more.” Brown summarized
what Hinton had said. “The biggest
thing I am hearing . . . because you
are constantly interrupted you need to
have someone filter requests, then you
can concentrate.” Hinton said that was
correct. She said the office closes at
3 p.m. but she never refuses to help
someone who arrives after hours.
Health Agent Linda Fantasia,
attending the meeting as an audience
member, said the Town Clerk’s office has
a large workload imposed by the Open
Meeting law and public records law. The
board agreed to review material that Hinton
provided regarding the position. ∆

QUALITY
FIREWOOD
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CCHS strategic planning under way

by Sarah Hart
A newly formed strategic planning
committee is charged with developing
the five-year goals and objectives for
the joint Concord and Concord-Carlisle
Regional School Districts. According to
Superintendent Laurie Hunter, the group
will complete the K-12 strategic plan
by June through a series of planning
meetings and community outreach. The
initial meeting was held on February 5.
The group will be working with
consultant Dr. Lori Likus. The $15,000
consultant fee was approved by the
Regional School Committee (RSC) in
the fall. A leadership team comprised
of principals and administrators will
spearhead the 35-member committee
which includes parents, students,
teachers, representatives from Concord
town boards and officials, Carlisle School
Superintendent Jim O’Shea, members of
the School Committee and community
members. Carlisle will be represented by
a parent, a student, School Committee
member Melissa McMorrow and O’Shea.

During the January 23 RSC meeting,
Hunter noted how critical the work of the
strategic planning committee will be,

calling it “the thread that will take all
these great strengths [of the districts] and
tie them together.” ∆

Humor enlisted for dirty work at Bog

by Sally Zielinski
To encourage people to clean up
after their dogs, the Land Stewardship
Committee (LSC) will soon place “Burma
Shave”—like signs at the Cranberry Bog.
Dog waste has long been a substantial
problem at Carlisle’s most popular
conservation parcel.
LSC Co-Chair, Debby Geltner,
m e m b e r s L y n C a r r o l l a n d To m
Brownrigg, and resident Judy Hodges
explained their concept at the February
8 Conservation Commission (ConsCom)
meeting. Sets of laminated 8½“ x 11”
signs on posts will be located at one or
more areas along Bog trails.
After Geltner indicated that they
sought phrases that are both “cute
and polite,” the four stood in a row

and revealed a sample set of signs. The
ensuing laughter was followed by the
ConsCom’s unanimous approval of the
idea.
Conservation Administrator Sylvia
Willard noted that two years ago Hodges
undertook a mission to get people to
pick up after their dogs. She talks with
Bog visitors and said she is now on a first
name basis with many. She also picks
up others’ dogs’ poop (difficult when it
is frozen), and sets pink bags with the
collected deposits in the trails—to send a
message. Willard said: “It was awful then,
and is now dramatically better.”
Geltner said that they anticipate the
first sets of signs will be in place around
the end of March. ∆

BEANBAG NO TOSS. Callie Knute
finds a new approach to an old game
at the Carlisle Family Connection
Valentine Party on February 10. 		
		
(Photo by Beth Clarke)

Conservation Commission February 8 meeting shorts

by Sally Zielinski
Foss Farm Land use permit
At the February 8 Conservation
Commission (ConsCom) meeting
the Carlisle Congregational Church
was granted a Land use Permit for a
Sunrise Service at Foss Farm on Easter
Sunday, April 1, from 5:30-7:00 am.
Conservation Administrator Sylvia
Willard indicated that about 25 cars are
expected to use the parking lot.
136 Hartwell Road
An Order of Conditions (permit) was
granted to Nancy Weinstein and Robert
Lieb of 136 Hartwell Road. Their project
includes expanding a driveway, filling
sinkholes in their lawn, and redoing a
brick walk, with all the work in the 100foot wetland buffer zone.
Included in the permit was afterthe-fact approval for removal of 25
trees as well as shrubs, some on a
neighbor’s land. The abutter, new
Conservation Commissioner Steve
Smith, recused himself from the hearing.

Services offered
Home services

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED – mother
daughter team serving Carlisle for 25 yrs
upholstery, slipcovers, window treatments,
cushions etc. Exemplary workmanship; free
consults and pick-up and delivery. Call or text
1-978-425-9386 Andrea Carman or Priscilla
Wheeler @ thewdwindow@comcast.net. [eo18]
Computer Services – Concord/Carlisle’s own
IT man provides services for Mac and PC. 37
years’ experience. Hardware, software virus
removal, back-up/recovery, internet safety,
networks. Brian Murphy, Brian@The-IT-Man.
com, www.the-it-man.com 1-978-369-3348. [fnb]
Power Equipment Repair – Lawn mowers,
chain saws, snow blowers, trimmers, chain saw
sharpening. Great Road Farm and Garden,
formerly P.C. Myette Power Equipment, 687
Great Road, Littleton. 1-978-486-9200. Visit
our website at www.greatroadfarmandgarden.
com. [YR]

Electrician

Kaye Electric – Licensed, insured, reasonable
rates and free estimates. Call Gary @ 1-978996-2647.[2/9]

Handyman services

Painting and Handyman Services - Tall
Pines Home Repair: Interior and exterior
painting and carpentry. Ceramic tile repairs.
Licensed and fully insured; local references.
Matt Landry 1-978- 621-2178. [2/2]
Master Carpenter — specializing in all phases
of carpentry including custom built-ins. Local
resident, fully insured, references available.
Call Neil at 1-508-292-1837. [3/2]
Remodeling & Handyman Services – We
cover all aspects of handyman and remodeling
services from frame to finish. Interior and
exterior, no job too small or too large. Licensed
and insured, please call John Kyprianos
1-978-888-4116. [3/9]

Exterior Services

Daniels Roofing – Quality, dependable work,
over 15 years experience. For a free estimate
call Kurt. 1-978-621-1775. [4/6]

An Enforcement Order had been issued
in connection with the unauthorized
woody plant removal in the Buffer Zone.
The permit requires a list of the
species to be planted and their density,
indicates tree stumps will be cut flush with
the ground, and allows ongoing hand
removal of invasive plants.
Woodhaven Farm, 201 Prospect St.
The ConsCom determined that
the requirements of an April 2016
Enforcement Order (EO) issued in
connection with a decades-old farm
dump on what is now Woodhaven Farm
have been met. Dana Hannaford will be
given a letter so indicating.
Leslie Thomas and Kathryn Endicott
purchased Woodhaven Farm at 201
Prospect Street from the Hannaford
Family Trust on June 23 of that year
and the same day sold a permanent
conservation restriction to Sudbury Valley
Trustees and the Carlisle Conservation
Foundation. (See “Woodhaven Farm
gains protection,” July 1 2016.)

Under a remediation plan approved
by the ConsCom and an agreement
between the for mer and current
landowners, lead contaminated soil and
old trash, metal and glass have been
removed. Restoration of Bordering
Vegetated Wetland and the 100-foot
Buffer Zone, including planting of native
plants, was completed in October 2016.
Willard cited an October 2017
report from David Crossman of B & C
Associates. He indicated that only one
plant in the restoration area, a blueberry
bush, had died. Some glass shards had
worked their way to the surface. Willard
indicated this will continue. She was at
the site recently and saw none in the
nearby trail easement.
1075 Curve Street
Maureen Hanley of Norse
Environmental Services represented
homeowners Emily and Patrick Reardon
in a request for a permit for 1075
Curve Street. The Notice of Intent

Carlisle Classifieds
J. Dumais Tree Service – Hazardous Tree
Removal and Stump Grinding. Bucket Truck and
Crane Service. Call Jo at 1-978-551-8280. [8/10]

Cleaning services

Cleaning Specialist – Ten years of
experience. Work with dedication and honesty;
good references. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Free estimate. Kelly Clean: 1-978-427-0785,
kellyhr29@hotmail.com. [3/23]
Jacilene’s Cleaning Service – We offer the
best house-cleaning service out there. We’ll
clean your house like no one has ever done
before. Guaranteed, fully insured. Call now for
free estimate. 1-978-398-3401. [3/30]

Airport transportation services

Orient Express Car Service – Over 20 years
airport service business. Carlisle resident. We
provide a dependable, quality, professional
sedan service at a reasonable price for our
neighbors. Please call at 1-978-318-3900. [18]

Classes and lessons

BareSole Yoga – embodied, present, personal.
Your local yoga studio for classes, privates,
restorative yoga, meditation, live music,
workshops and special events. Experienced
E-RYT 500 Kripalu Yoga Teacher and Expressive
Arts Therapist. Visit www.baresoleyoga.com or
call Nadia 1-978-369-7522. (FNB)

Wanted

DOWNSIZING/MOVING/STAGING
FOR
HOUSE SALE? Tables To Teapots home
consignment. Easily sell furniture, rugs, artwork,
jewelry, books, antiques, cameras, instruments.
Wicked Local’s best consignment/antique
store. Friend us on Facebook. Free evaluation
1-617-312-2770, tablestoteapots.com. [18]
Badly needed – donations of cat food, dry
and wet & litter. Please drop off at the Rollins
Insurance office weekdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
only or call Lisa 1-978-391-1274 for P/U. The
cats thank you!

Student services

was required by an October 2017
ConsCom Enforcement Order stopping
unpermitted landscaping in a wetland
Buffer Zone and possibly the wetland.
When the problem was found, the
Reardons, who purchased the property in
2014, immediately had siltation barriers
put in place. A wetland delineation for a
2011 project by a previous owner was
determined to be valid through this April
under the state Permit Extension Act.
However, many of the boundary flags
were gone.
The proposed after-the-fact permit
would cover landscaping in the wetland
buffer zone. Altered wetland would be
restored and plantings under a previous
filing which had not survived would be
replaced. Hanley said that the wetland
boundary would be re-staked. To allow for
completion of the staking, and because
no MassDEP file number had been
received, the hearing was continued to
March 8 at 7:45 pm. ∆
Experienced freelance developer: CC Junior
with 5+ years of programming experience and
10 published apps looking for new coding
jobs. Highly experienced in coding customized
websites and apps. Email Hugo – hzhang19@
concordcarlisle.org for resume and inquiries.

Math tutor available! I’m an experienced,
hardworking high school senior with car and
can help with other subjects as well. Please
email phoebeparker156@gmail.com or call
978-319-1768.

Experienced Tutor: Phillips Academy Junior
eager to tutor students entering grades 1-10
in any and all academic subjects (not including
foreign languages). Please contact Suzanne at
skalkstein@andover.edu or 1-978-760-5143.

Caretaker During Weekends: 21 year old with
car and babysitting experience. Worked as a
camp counselor for 5 years and love kids! CPR
and First Aid certified. Contact 978-831-3599 or
Soccer976@gmail.com

Pet sitter: Two responsible high school
sophomores with five years of experience
taking care of animals such as cats, dogs,
chickens, and fish. Can provide references.
Contact David and Ella White at ewhite20@
concordcarlisle.org

Do you need trash picked up and delivered
to the transfer station? One time or weekly
services available. For details, requests and
scheduling, call Alex at 1-978-831-3185 or
email nunan_alex@bentley.edu.
Pet Sitting and Mothers Helper: Carlisle 6th
grader will take care of your pets and children.
Experience caring for toddlers at our church, as
well as caring for dogs, cats and other animals.
Email Mia: miavsy@gmail.com.
Three high school boys looking for
shoveling jobs. Please call or text Griffin at
1-978 821 3188
Math tutor: Experienced high school senior
available to tutor middle school, high school,
and SAT math. Please contact Thomas at
tpendock18@concordcarlisle.org for more
information.

Enthusiastic high school Junior hoping
to tutor or pet sit. Can tutor in all subjects.
Great with kids and animals. Email Maggie at
mblake19@concordcarlisle.org.
Responsible and fun loving 16-year-old
babysitter and petsitter. Experienced with all
ages, from newborns to preteens. Email Kelly
at kap0914@yahoo.com.
Experienced sophomore girl looking to
babysit all ages. CPR certified, flexible, and
familiar with animals too! Call Brooke at 1-978831-7226 or email at brookie.challenger@
gmail.com.∆

CCHS Junior with years of experience caring
for cats, dogs, and farm animals, with 5 years
of experience working on multiple farms. Owner
of seven dogs. Competes around the world in
dog sledding. Contact Asa: aszegvari30@
gmail.com or 1-978-727-6525.

Classified Ad Rates & Deadlines
Deadline: Tuesday Noon
Cost; $10/35 words
No Charge for:

23-year-old nursing student available for
pet, horse, and house-sitting. 11 years of
experience, references available. Call Paris at
1-978-831-3702.

Cash or Check Only
Drop at Ferns or 662A Bedford Road
mail@carlislemosquito.org

Lost & Found, Free Items, Student ads

PREPAYMENT REQUIRED
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Safety concerns raised over plan for deer hunting on town land

Deer Committee Chair Lee Tatistcheff (right) listens while Selectman Luke
Ascolillo explains a point during a February 6 information session on a deer
hunting proposal. 					(Photo by Rik Pierce)
DEER continued from page 1

Town residents listen on February 6 during a presentation on a plan to open
some town lands to deer hunting by archery. 		
(Photo by Rik Pierce)

The suggestion of closing hunting
trail, and within 500 feet of an occupied
be distributed by a lottery with preference
during certain hours of the day was
dwelling. Weiss felt the setbacks were
given to town residents and employees.
mentioned. Tatistcheff thought it was an
not enough and was concerned about
Prospective hunters are to be
interesting idea and would take it into
encountering a stray arrow.
interviewed by the committee and must
consideration.
Bojanic pointed out that a hunter
have state-approved hunter education
Comfort level
would be pointing away from a trail when
and bow hunter safety certificates.
Nancy Weiss of Brook Street has had
hunting. In using a tree stand, which is
Lastly, a deer agent will be appointed
her share of experiences with assertive
anywhere from 18 to 20 feet off the
to monitor the program and address
hunters. Weiss relayed stories of hunters
ground, the hunter would be pointing
any concerns. For the complete list of
trespassing on her property. Weiss enjoys
the arrow down. The most distance a
proposed deer hunting regulations, visit
the outdoors of Carlisle and spends 12
hunter is likely to shoot would be 30
www.carlislemosquito.org/index.php/
hours a day, every day of the week,
yards, adding, “the risk of an arrow
search/?id=32509/.
outside. Judy Asarkof of River Road has
flying off is slim.” Tatistcheff also added
Audience weighs in
had similar occurrences with hunters.
that bow hunting is not similar to rifle
Audience members were eager
Asarkof believes there are hunters who
hunting. With bow hunting the hunter is
to voice their concer ns. Multiple
are not trustworthy and has encountered
shooting at a much closer range and the
times throughout Tatistcheff’s
arrow does not travel with
presentation they interjected,
as much strength.
only to be asked to defer their
Bojanic wanted to
questions until the presentation
reassure the audience
piece was finished. Once
that the concerns brought
the forum opened up to the
up were important, but
audience, the questions centered
also that the hunters in
around safety in a program,
Carlisle, like himself, were
which many speakers felt, sided
responsible. Tatistcheff
with the hunter.
echoed his comment and
Length of hunting season
said that the proposed
Claire Wilcox of Prospect
program included a
Street questioned the length of
selection process that would
the hunting season, asking if any
select qualified, responsible
consideration could be made to
hunters. Selectman Kerry
restrict the time. Martha Blue of
Kissinger, who is also
Buttrick Lane agreed. Blue asked
on the Deer Committee,
why a long period of time was
agreed with the comments.
needed for a hunt and suggested
Kissinger (via Skype)
limiting it to one week. Dejan
believes the hunters in
Bojanic, the only hunter in the
Carlisle are cognizant about
audience, and also a member of
safety. He said that the goal
the Deer Committee, answered
of the Deer Committee is
by offering information about a
to solve a problem on the
deer’s habits. During this time of
overpopulation of deer,
A deer eats grass in a yard on Ember Lane.
the year, does are not pregnant
				
(Photo by Marjorie Johnson) “but not at the expense of
and a hunter would not be
the resident.”
interfering with the raising of
A member in the
hunters in Carlisle who have left her
the fawn which occurs in the spring. As
audience thanked the committee for all
scared.
well, the male deer is more mobile and
their efforts, but added that although
The months of October through
less nocturnal during this time of the year.
precautions have been addressed in
December are some of the best times
Bojanic was quick to point out the town
the regulations, and the concer ns
to be outdoors and as Asarkof pointed
can institute its own hunting season as
brought forward by the audience would
out, “residents pay a lot in taxes for this
long as it coincides within the state of
be considered, she still would not be
land and want to be able to use it.” From
Massachusetts hunting season which runs
comfortable walking the trails in Carlisle.
the murmurs of agreement, it appeared
from October through December.
Notifications
that walking the many trails in Carlisle
Hunting is also not an efficient sport.
Weiss inquired about the use of
is a favored pastime among residents
Bojanic provided the audience with the
technology to ease the worries of
who would be affected by the proposed
process that goes into setting up for a
concerned residents whose property
hunting regulations.
hunt. Weather conditions are a factor and
abuts the proposed hunting areas.
Flying arrows
the tree stands utilized are cumbersome
Hunters could notify residents by text
Many in the audience were concerned
to transport and place. There is much
when they are hunting in an area
about the trajectory of a flying arrow. Per
time and effort that goes into a hunt and
designated for hunting. Tatistcheff
Massachusetts state law and under the
restricting the season would hinder the
thought that was an interesting idea,
proposed hunting regulations, hunting is
reasons for a controlled hunt in the first
adding using a website where hunters
not allowed within 150 feet of a road or
place.
could post what area they will be in
and when and also posting where tree
stands will be situated. Weiss felt that was
putting the burden on the homeowner
who would need to continually check the
website rather than receiving a text at a
Ser ving the Area for over 25 year s
specific time.
Let Us Help You Start the New Year off RIGHT!
Selectman Luke Ascolillo suggested
a similar notification process where the
Make Your Resolutions a REALITY!
hunter could notify a game warden of
WHY NOT.........
their intent to hunt and the warden could
Renovate your basement • Finish your basement
then notify the resident.
Tatistcheff reminded the audience
Waterproof your basement
that the proposed program included
Water damage? WE CAN FIX THAT!
employing a deer agent who would
monitor the activities of hunters and their
FIGHT OFF THE WINTER CHILL & LONG WAIT FOR SPRING
adherence to the regulations. Bojanic
AND ADD TO YOUR PROPERTY VALUE
added that on the part of hunters, they

ET PAINTING & CONSTRUCTION

Call: 978-263-6971 ~ FAST Free Estimates

have a vested interest in making this
program work. The committee will be
choosing hunters who are responsible
and ethical hunters, but also they realize
the need to make this program work for
everyone.
Many audience members felt the
proposed regulations were too broad.
Weiss commented that the regulations
were “very lopsided” and needed to
be tightened up. More consideration
was given to the hunter while less
concern was given to residents. Asarkof
encouraged the committee to find a way
to work together. “Hunters don’t need
to get all day,” she said. “Their sport
should not be of higher importance than
residents using town land.”
Tatistcheff reminded the audience
the goal of the program was not the
sport of hunting, but that of managing
the population of deer on town land.
It was agreed that hunters and
residents who enjoy the outdoors need
to coexist in the same areas, each able to
enjoy their own activity. As one resident
summarized, “It’s a quality of life thing.”
Current bylaws allow hunting
Tatistcheff informed the audience
that the proposed hunting regulations
would not require a change to General
Bylaw 10, which addresses firearms,
explosives and hunting. She said,
“Hunting in Carlisle will continue because
the bylaw allows for it.”
This caused some distress from
Weiss, who felt the vote at Town Meeting
in May 2015 was not a final vote and
“feels it was a bait and switch” that leaves
her feeling the town is not taking her
concerns into consideration.
The Deer Committee feels that
having the program in place is a step in
the right direction. Tatistcheff reiterated
that the committee will have control of
who is allowed to hunt on town lands,
using face-to-face interviews in the
selection process to choose qualified and
certified hunters. More so, the deer agent
is there to monitor the activity and ensure
it all goes according to the regulations.
The Deer Committee assured the
audience that the committee could end
the proposed program at any time if
it is not working out. At this point the
committee is still soliciting feedback
with plans to continue the conversation,
and encouraged residents to send their
concer ns to the Selectmen. Many
iterations are expected. Ascolillo stated
that the committee is not in any rush to
get the program going. Bojanic agreed,
adding that the committee is interested
in a program that is effective and takes
into consideration all the concerns of
residents.
Asarkof asked if a pilot program
could be implemented for a year in one
area. Tatistcheff felt that was doable and
added that a pilot could be for more than
a year. The goal is to have a working
program that manages the issue of
overpopulation while allowing residents
to feel comfortable on town lands.
The Deer Committee has several
matters to manage: balancing the deer
population, preserving the well-being
of residents and allowing hunters an
effective hunt. ∆
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What’s up at the Gleason Library?

Ebook how-to at the
library

Interested in lear ning about
downloading ebooks or audiobooks from
the library? Come by for an overview
of what’s available from Overdrive and
other library subscriptions, and how to
start using it on your Kindle, smartphone,
tablet, or other device. The library has
been expanding its offerings, so if you
haven’t looked in a while, check it out.
Bring your library card number,
your own device if you like, and your
questions. Registration suggested at
gleasonlibrary.org/calendar or 1-978369-4898; drop-ins welcome. Contact
Martha Feeney-Patten at the library with
any questions.

Mystery Book Club
at the Gleason

The “Mysterians” will be meeting at
the Gleason on Monday, February 26,
to discuss The Dry by Jane Harper at 7
p.m. Copies are available at the library
for check out; contact Janet Hentschel
at 1-978-369-4898 or jhentschel@
gleasonlibrary.org with any questions.

Reading Poetry Anew

Dip or dive into the pleasures of
poetry. This informal course, led by
Mary Zoll, will include poetry readings
and reactions, discussions of the patterns
and techniques used in the poems, and
perhaps some intellectual understanding
of the poems. Mary Zoll has published a
few poems and read a multitude of poems.
The next class will be Tuesday, February
27, at 10:30 a.m. at the Gleason Public
Library. Open to anyone interested in
experiencing poetry; preregistration is
not required.

Viewing graffiti
through the art of Keith
Haring

On Thursday, February 22, at 6 p.m.
the Gleason Library will present a program
for grades 7-12. Learn about graffiti art
inspired and created by the iconic pop
artist Keith Haring. Afterwards, design
your own graffiti canvas, led by local
artist Sherry Hoffman. This program
holds up to 14 participants; registration
is required and can be done by visiting
gleasonlibrary.org or calling 1-978-3694898.

Discover your family
history

For anyone looking to get started
with genealogy, genealogist and Carlisle
resident Claire Smith will present an
Introduction to Genealogy at the Gleason
Public Library on Saturday, February 17,
at 2 p.m. (snow date March 3, 10 a.m.)
She will review the best sources, print
and online, for beginning or improving
your family history search. For patrons
who are just beginning family history
research or want to learn some excellent
resources. Free; advance registration not
required.

Upcoming events

Boston Bruins/Cradles to Crayons
Pajama Drive: February 1 - March
15, 2018
Gleason Public Library is partnering
with the Boston Bruins and Cradles to
Crayons to provide new pajamas for local
children and teenagers in need across
the Commonwealth. The PJ drive runs
February 1 through March 15, 2018.
You can make a difference by bringing
in new pajama donations of any and all
sizes to the Children’s Room. The more
pajamas Gleason collects, the higher the
eligibility for Carlisle to win Boston Bruins
prizes! For any questions, please contact
Nicole at nclaire@gleasonlibrary.org.
Winter Preschool Storytime,
Thursdays through to March 8,
1:15 – 2:15 p.m.
Story times encourage literacy skills
and language development. Come to our
preschool storytime where several picture
books are read aloud, followed by a
theme-related activity or craft. Be on the
lookout for special guest readers too! Preregistration is required. To register, please
call the library at 978-369-4898, email
Miss Nicole at nclaire@gleasonlibrary.
org, or visit our website. This program
will be held on Thursdays at 1:15 p.m.
from January 18 to March 8.
Baby Storytime, Winter Session
(Ages 0 - 3), Thursdays through
to March 8, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Baby Storytime is ideal for
acquainting babies, toddlers and young
children with the library, literature,
language and music, as well as for them
to bond with their parents and caregivers
and meet new friends! The program
lasts about 15 minutes followed by open
playtime. This is a drop-in event; no
registration is necessary.
Baby Kneads ASL with Sheryl
White (Ages 0-3), Wednesday,
March 14, 1:30 – 2:15 p.m.
This drop-in workshop provides
benefits, research, as well as ways to
teach your baby many American Sign
Language signs. The class is taught by
Sheryl White, who has used the Sign
with Your Baby program by Joseph
Garcia with her own children. This class
is appropriate for babies and young
children 2 months or older and preverbal.
Ukelele Storytime and StrumAlong with Julie Stepanek (All
Ages), Thursday, March 15,
4 – 5 p.m.
Come for a lively and upbeat ukulele
program for children of all ages and
abilities Julie Stepanek will offer stories
paired with ukulele lessons designed for
kids of every skill level. Julie will provide
the ukuleles and stories; you will help
provide the music. This program is for
up to 22 children; registration is required.
To register, call the library at 1-978-3694898, email Miss Nicole at nclaire@
gleasonlibrary.org, or visit our website.

Beat cabin fever
with museum passes

For those looking for ways to get out
of the house this month, Gleason Library
members can check out passes to two
dozen area museums and attractions for
all ages, from the Museum of Fine Arts
and Peabody Essex, to the Discovery
Museum and One Stop Fun. Passes are
sponsored by the Friends of the Library
and other area organizations. Visit
gleasonlibrary.org for more information.

Tim Phelan
Contractor

978-857-5906
Additions, Porches, Decks
Remodeling, New Windows
Basement Rooms
tpbuild@aol.com
Serving Carlisle-Concord
since 1976

Complete Residential Repairs & Service
Remodeling, Additions, Gas Fitting
Boiler Installations - Gas or Oil

Free Estimates

781-862-1097
781-272-2670
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Personnel Board recommends
2.15% cost of living increase

by Cynthia Sorn
The Carlisle Personnel Board
is recommending a Cost of Living
Adjustment (COLA) of 2.15% for FY19
for non-contract town employees.
At the board’s February 6 meeting,
Town Administrator Tim Goddard, who
also serves as the town’s Personnel
Director, explained that the Personnel
Board has responsibility for suggesting
the annual salary adjustment. He added
that the Selectmen “almost always agree
with the recommendation.”
To deter mine the COLA, the
Personnel Board reviewed the Consumer
Price Index (CPI), the percentage
increases in the town’s union contracts
for the school, dispatchers and police
(which range from 2.0% - 2.9%), and a
survey of COLA recommendations from
comparable communities. “The other
communities . . . the majority is between

2% and 2.5%,” said Goddard. Asked by
Chair Vanessa Brown what the COLA
was for FY18, Goddard said it was 2%.
Board member Snehal Patel made a
motion to recommend the COLA at
2.15%, which he said is based on the
information they currently had. The
motion carried. The Carlisle Finance
Committee (FinCom), in setting the
FY19 town budget, has requested that
town departments include no budget
increases other than salaries.
The CPI, as defined by Bureau
of Labor Statistics, is the national
yearly change in the cost of goods and
services.
A COLA is an automatic yearly
change in the amount of an employee’s
pay. It is not based on job performance.
This year the COLA was 2% and in
FY17 it was 2.3%. The average for the
last five years is 2.11%. ∆

SNOW BALL. Eighth-graders Lana Bardzik (left) and Marianna Gambino are
ready for the Friday Night Live/Student Council Snow Ball dance at the Carlisle
School on February 9. 				
(Photo by Beth Clarke)

RAPT ATTENTION. Julie Knute and
her son Liam enjoy story time at the
Gleason Library.
(Photo by Rik Pierce)

Be a Mosquito friend

We are a non-profit paper and
every contribution, no matter the size,
helps. So please consider a donation
to The Carlisle Mosquito Fund, 662A
Bedford Road, Carlisle or online at www.
carlislemosquito. org.

Buy Rite Fuel

24 Hour Burner Service
150 gal minimum, COD

978-663-2594
Call for
our competitive pricing
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Carlisle Calendar

Carlisle Mosquito

Bulletin Board

Thursday, February 15

Recreation Commission
6 p.m., Town Hall
Agricultural Committee
7 p.m., Heald Room, Town Hall
Conservation Restriction Advisory
Commission
7:30 p.m., Nickles Room, Town Hall

Friday, February 16
Cultural Council
8 a.m., Heald Room, Town Hall

Monday, February 19
School Vacation Begins
Community Preservation
Committee
7:30 p.m., Town Hall

Tuesday, February 20

Council on Aging
10:30 a.m., Clark Room, Town Hall
Historical Commission
7 p.m., Heald Room, Town Hall

Wednesday, February 21

THERE’S NOTHING LIKE A HOMEMADE VALENTINE. Evie Deng (left) studies
her valentine while her sister Meryl proudly displays hers at the Carlisle Family
Connection’s Valentines Day event on February 10.
(Photo by Beth Clarke)

Thursday, February 22

Who will feed our
grandchildren?

Personnel Board
7 p.m., Nickles Room, Town Hall
Dog Committee
7:30 p.m., Heald Room, Town Hall
Conservation Commission
7 p.m., Clark Room, Town Hall

Friday, February 23

The Mosquito Will Not Publish

Monday, February 26
Finance Committee
7 p.m., Town Hall

Tuesday, February 27
Regional School Committee
6:30 p.m., Ripley Bldg., Concord
Selectmen
7 p.m., Clark Room, Town Hall
Board of Health
7 p.m., Nickles Room, Town Hall

CCHS Swim Team
hosts benefit movie
Join the Concord-Carlisle Swim
& Dive Team on Sunday, March 4, at
the CCHS auditorium for a showing of
the acclaimed film, Swim Team. Swim
Team chronicles the extraordinary rise of
the Jersey Hammerheads, a competitive
swim team that recruits diverse teens on
the autism spectrum and trains them with
high expectations and zero pity in a quest
for inclusion, independence and a life that
feels winning.
Swim Team has screened at over 50
international film festivals and won over
10 awards. It was released theatrically
in the US with its debut at New York’s
IFC Center and aired on PBS’ acclaimed
non-fiction showcase POV.
Doors open at the CCHS auditorium
at 3:30 p.m. and the movie begins
promptly at 4 p.m. The movie is 90
minutes in length. Tickets are $5 at
the door and additional donations are
welcome. All profits from the showing of
this film will be donated to The Epilepsy
Foundation to raise awareness in honor
of Jessica Snook, a CCHS student
athlete who, in 2015, passed away in
her sleep as the result of SUDEP, Sudden
Unexpected Death in Epilepsy.

On Saturday, February 24, from
1-3 p.m., Gleason Public Library and
the Carlisle Garden Club will co-sponsor
a showing of Seeds: The Untold Story,
an award-winning documentary that has
been shown in edited form on PBS. The
film explores the importance of seeds—
both heirloom varieties and modern
hybrids—to the world’s fragile food
supply. It describes the preservation of
ancient species by indigenous peoples,
the role of seeds in the global food
chain and the role of biodiversity in
creating new agricultural crops adapted
to changing climate demands.
The public is invited to attend this
free showing in the Hollis Room. Seeds
is a film to spark a lively community
conversation. The snow date is Saturday,
March 3, at 1 p.m.

Heald House Open on
Sunday, February 18

The Historical Society’s Heald
House Museum at 698 Concord Street
will be open this Sunday, February 18,
2 to 5 pm. Several guests at last month’s
Open House remarked that, though they
have lived in Carlisle for years, they had
never paid a visit to the museum, and
they wished they hadn’t put it off for so
long. If this describes you, you can easily
and rewardingly remedy the situation
this Sunday. In addition, if Sunday is not
convenient for you, the Historical Society
is happy to open the museum at other
times—just call Phil Drew, president, at
1-978-369-9276 or phildrew@live.com.
Among the things you will see are
the newly restored rug loom, now in full
operation; rubbings from the Red Lion
Tavern sign, showing clearly the lion,
which was scrubbed off by patriots at the
time of the Revolutionary War; and many
other artifacts that exemplify Carlisle’s
history. Admission is free, refreshments
available, and all are invited.

Tree Clearing & stump removal
Installation of:
Lawns, playfields
Stonewalls, walkways, & patios
Tree & shrub planting
New
shed base preparation
LANDSCAPE
Hydro seeding
CONSTRUCTON
Drainage work
30 years experience in the local area
Full Landscape
We can do all aspects of your project
Construction
Services
Massachusetts Certified Horticulturalists
Massachusetts Certified Arborists
Concord, MA

978.369.6166

acorntree@me.com

Foss Farm garden plots
available

Foss Farm Community Garden plots
are located on a multi-use conservation
property in Carlisle. The 25’x30’ plots
are accessible via a roadway, have hand
pumps for irrigation, and are plowed once
every spring. The Carlisle Conservation
Commission is in charge of the property
and appoints a garden manager to
oversee the community gardens. The
gardens are open to anyone, regardless
of whether or not they live in Carlisle.
The plots are available for $15 each,
maximum of two plots per applicant.
Jack O’Connor is the garden manager
for the upcoming growing season.
To a p p l y f o r a g a rd e n p l o t ,
obtain an application form from the
Conservation Commission office during
regular business hours or from the
Conservation Commission’s website
at: http://www.carlislema.gov/Pages/
CarlisleMA_ConComm/2018%20
Foss%20Farm%20Rules%20and%20
Plot%20App.pdf. The application
deadline is March 31, 2018.
The Garden Manager plans to have
the plot assignments completed by the
middle of April.

February 16, 2018

Meet 3rd Congressional
District candidates

Come and meet some of the
many candidates (1 Republican and
13 Democrats, at last count) who have
announced their candidacy for the Third
Congressional District seat, which Niki
Tsongas is vacating.
The Concord-Carlisle League
of Women Voters, Carlisle Rising to
Action, the Carlisle Democratic Town
Committee, and the Carlisle Republican
Town Committee (invited) are sponsoring
a series of Carlisle “Candidating” events
in town. Candidating is a blend of a
forum and a meet and greet, using
the techniques of speed-dating, that
allows many voters to have meaningful
discourse with several candidates in one
evening, in a small group environment.
Events are currently scheduled for
March 9, March 23 and April 5 at 7
p.m. in the Community Room of the
Carlisle Public Schools. Each event will
feature different candidates. All of the
candidates, from both parties, have been
invited to attend one of these events.
Eight have already committed to coming.
On March 9th, we expect candidates
Steve Kerrigan, Patrick Littlefield, Bopha
Malone and Juanita Matias to come.
Visit CarlisleRising.org for more
information and to register, as space is
llimited.

Understanding drug
use in teenagers

On February 28, the CCHS Parents’
Association will sponsor a drug abuse talk
at the CCHS Auditorium from 7-9 p.m.
entitled “Edibles, Vaping & Under-aged
Drinking; Understanding the Effects of
Alcohol, Marijuana and Tobacco on the
Teenaged Brain.”
The presentation will be given by
A. Eden Evins, M.D., M.P.H., Founding
Director, Center for Addiction Medicine,
Massachusetts General Hospital and
Cox Family Professor of Psychiatry in
the Field of Addiction Medicine, Harvard
Medical School. Dr. Evins will provide the
most current information and research
regarding the use of various substances
during high school years, including the
neurological effects on the brain and risks
of addiction and will then lead a discussion
on how the school community and
parents can best address these difficult
issues with their teenaged children.

The Lyme Disease Subcommittee whose mission it is
to investigate and inform about tick-borne disease
in the Carlisle Community announces its new website!

www.tickdiseaseincarlisle.org
The new website provides important information about:
• Ticks
• Testing
• Prevention
• Research
• Resources
At www.tickdiseaseincarlisle.org learn how you can
protect your family and pets!

The website project is funded through CHNA 15 DoN funds from Lahey Hospital and
Medical Center and Winchester Hospital

We are just days away
from completing the
final touches of our new
state-of-the-art facility
We will be back in Carlisle the last week of February

